
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17th October 2016 
 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 

The Future of the Ashfield School & Home Association 
 

I am very grateful to the committee of the Ashfield School & Home Association for their 
dedication and commitment to fundraising on behalf of the school; and to the parents 
who support the fundraising events by volunteering to man stalls and attend events to 
supervise children. 
 
Over the past four years ASHA has raised over £21,000.00 in funds that have directly 
benefitted our children by providing wonderful “extras” that make Ashfield the special 
place it is. ASHA’s contribution has included: 
 

 Playground equipment, including our giant weaving loom, the ball catcher, the 
wildlife area, outdoor musical instruments and the upkeep of the pond 

 Additional school equipment, including library books, PE and audio equipment 

 The special ties worn by our Year 6 pupils to mark their status within the school 

 Cycling training for our oldest pupils to prepare them for cycling to their 
secondary schools 

 Special events such as providing decorations and crackers for the children’s 
Christmas lunch, the leavers’ barbecue and disco, the Christmas pantomime 
and Easter treats 

 Social events for the children, including discos, bingo afternoons, film night 

 Social events for families, including the Christmas fair and summer fun days 
 

Unfortunately it now seems that the School & Home Association will now have to 
disband. We are lacking a Vice Chair, a Treasurer and Trustees. These roles were 
held by parents whose children have now moved on to secondary school. The officer 
roles are an essential requirement if ASHA is to continue to run as a charity and raise 
money for the children of Ashfield. At an operational level ASHA cannot function 
without more volunteers to organise events.  
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Preparations for the Christmas Fair would normally be well underway by this time in 
the term, but with no one stepping forward to help organise it, we have had to cancel 
it. 
 
We are all very busy people, juggling jobs, children, elderly parents, extended 
families…  I do understand the time pressures. However, if we want ASHA to continue, 
we need to have parents not only willing to serve on the committee, but also to take 
on the officers’ roles. If the School & Home Association is to close down, then we need 
to find alternative fund-raising mechanisms to ensure that Ashfield can continue to 
offer these extras that add so much to the life of the school.  
 
I am therefore inviting any interested parents and carers to a coffee morning in the 
Ashfield dining room between 8.45 and 9.30am on Friday 4th November to discuss 
the future of the Ashfield School & Home Association. If you wish to speak to the Chair 
of ASHA in the meantime, she is happy for you to call her on her mobile number: 
07535 809 092 or by email: dawnhook@aol.com  
 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Carolyn Dalziel 
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