
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10th October 2016 

Dear Year 6 Parents, 

Re: The Secondary Transfer Consortium Test 

Thank you to the Year 6 parents who kindly let us know that the Consortium Test 

Results had been released early. While we weren’t expecting them for another week, 

this gives you all more time to consider the results and make your informed choices of 

secondary schools.  

I am aware that there can be some confusion over the “standardisation” of the tests 

and the “fairness” of it all; so I would like to try and explain how it works. 

All the children took the same test, regardless of whether they are Autumn, Spring or 

Summer born. Most pupils in UK schools are born between 1st September in one year 

and 31st August of the following year, which means that the oldest pupils are very 

nearly 12 months older than the youngest. Almost invariably in ability tests taken in 

the primary and early secondary years, older pupils achieve slightly higher raw scores 

than younger pupils. The raw scores are therefore weighted according to the 

children’s’ chronological age, so that the score of a child who was 10 years and 11 

months on the date of the test can be accurately compared with the score of a child 

who was only 10 years 6 months or 10 years 1 month on the date of the test. The 

standardisation takes into account the developmental differences of children of 

different ages. If there were no standardisation, the spring and summer born children 

would be at a significant disadvantage.  

Now that you have your children’s scores, take a look at the school websites to find 

the historical data for the schools in which you are interested to find out if it is likely 

that your child may be eligible for a place. It is not advisable to tell your child that they 

got a good enough score to get into School X. The thresholds of test score for entry 

can vary year on year. 
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I know that this is a stressful time for both parents and children and I know that many 

parents feel that the system is unfair. However, this is the system that we have to work 

with; and it is a great deal better than families in other parts of the country experience. 

We are also very fortunate to have such good schools in Bushey and Watford. Please 

do not share your worries with your child. It is not helpful to discuss scores and 

applications at the school gate with other parents; and most certainly not with the 

children. The children pick up on adults’ worries, disappointments and feelings of 

unfairness in the system and they take those worries to heart. 

If you feel that the testing system discriminates unfairly against your child, then you 

can make your complaint by contacting one of the consortium schools. 

Finally, congratulations to all our year 6 children on their test results! We understand 

how important your scores are children; and how much extra effort and time that you, 

your parents and tutors have put into preparing for the test. I am sure you have done 

themselves proud. You did your best and no one can possibly ask more. 

 

Best wishes 

 

 

Carolyn Dalziel 


