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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF 

GOVERNORS 

Here we are at the end of another term at Ashfield, which has just 

flown by.  The governors have been busy supporting the staff who 

have been working extremely hard.   

THANK YOU! 

Darren Hewerdine and Nigel De Costa have both stepped down 

from their roles within the governing body.  I would like to thank 

them both for their dedication to Ashfield and for sharing their 

expertise with myself and the other governors.  Following their 

departure, the make-up of the governing body has changed 

slightly, and the additional roles which Darren and Nigel carried 

out, being taken on by the other governors. 

This does mean that we have two vacancies on the governing 

body.  Mrs Dalziel will be sending out invitation letters in the New 

Year.  You do not need any particular formal qualifications, just an 

interest and commitment to support and challenge the work of 

the school. 

WHAT HAVE THE GOVERNORS DONE THIS 

TERM? 

In addition to the termly full governing body meeting, the 

governors attend committee meetings.  These committees cover 

resources, curriculum, welfare, personnel, attainment & 

progress and governor’s self-evaluation.  These committees also 

meet once a term.  Our role as a Governing Body is to challenge 

the school about the decisions it makes; to ensure that our 

school continues to fulfil its statutory responsibilities; and has a 

school plan in place to ensure continuous school improvement.  

WHO ARE WE? 

Doreen Thorne              Chair  (Parent) 

Linda Silver                    Foundation 

Nick Charman                Local Authority 

Gareth Jones                  Co-opted 

Sandra Podro                 Community 

Fiona Waloff                   Community 

Di Hoeksma                    Community 

Lyndsay Weinstein        Parent 

Daniel  Phillips               Parent 

Charmaine Davison       Staff 

Carolyn Dalziel               Headteacher 

Helen Flint                      Associate 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 
 

 



HOW TO CONTACT ME 

As always the first point of contact with the school is through your child's class teacher.  You can contact me through the school office or by 

email.  Mrs Culley will ensure mail is re-directed to me. 

Finally… 

I would like to thank all the Ashfield parents for their continued support for the school together with Mrs Dalziel and the Ashfield staff 

for all their hard work.  I am very proud to be the Chair of Governors in a school where the staff are so committed to doing the best for 

our children so that they really can be “the best that they can be”. 

Merry Christmas! 

Doreen Thorne Chair of Governors 

 

Ashfield aims… 

To inspire and challenge children to become confident, life-long learners  

Contact Us 

Ashfield Junior School 

School Lane 

Bushey 

Herts 

WD23 1SR 

020 89502350 

admin@ashfield.herts.sch.uk 

www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk 

 

This term, the Resources Committee scrutinised the budget monitoring reports, 

questioning Mrs Dalziel closely about variances in expected spending and the second 

quarter forecast. I am pleased to report that the school is in a healthy position for the 

forthcoming year and the three year budget forecast looks healthy.   

In the full Governing Body meeting Mrs Dalziel was questioned about pupils’ progress 

and the impact of the 2014 curriculum changes.  The welfare committee also looked 

more closely at pupils who have additional educational needs, and analysed the 

impact of the supplementary resources and booster programmes the school uses to 

cater for their needs.  One governor attended the staff meeting where a new tool to 

co-ordinate cross curricular work was being introduced.  This tool will enable staff to 

plan the curriculum more effectively through creative themes; and provide greater 

depth and balance in children’s access to the foundation subjects of the national 

curriculum. In addition it will ease staff assessment processes. The Curriculum 

Committee will continue to monitor and evaluate the impact of this initiative in the 

year ahead. 

All governor visits have a focus relating to the respective committee, such as inclusion, 

child welfare and teaching standards.  Governors also visit to monitor wider aspects of 

school life such as Health and Safety, Headteacher Appraisal and off-sites visits which 

this term included the Year 6 visit to Whipsnade Zoo. 

 

http://www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk/

