
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 March 2017 

 

Dear Year 6 Parents 

Re: use of Instagram and WhatsApp 

I am contacting you regarding some of our children’s use of social media. It has been brought 

to the school’s attention that children are using Instagram (minimum age 13) and WhatsApp 

(minimum age 16) in ways that are upsetting others in the school community. 

Children have been going on the internet actively searching for members of staff and sending 

them “friendship requests” as well as taking screen shots of staff photos and posting them with 

unkind comments. They have also been taking shots of their peers and sharing them on 

Instagram and WhatsApp with comments poking “fun” at other children. There are also a 

number of different WhatsApp groups set up that are deliberately excluding certain children.  

This is not acceptable behaviour and I am asking for your support in eradicating it. 

Most parents say to us that they are aware of what their children are doing online and have 

strict controls on internet use. But this is going on in your homes and the upset is then coming 

into school. As a result, a lot of valuable teaching time is being spent trying to sort out the 

trouble caused. Please be aware of what your children are doing and support us by not ignoring 

or turning a blind eye to this unacceptable behaviour. Please talk to them about their use of 

social media to ensure that they are keeping themselves safe and are not being unkind or 

bullying others. 
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I am attaching a copy of a guide for parents about social networking sites. I would also refer 

you to the Vodaphone Digital magazine that we sent home only last week which contains an 

article on use of social media and what parents need to know about apps such as Instagram 

and Snapchat.  

Thank you for your support. 

Best wishes 

   

Carolyn Dalziel 


