
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5th July 2017 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

End of Year Reports 

I am pleased to present your child’s Annual Report, which will be sent to you by email on Friday 
afternoon.  It is intended to give you guidance on your child’s progress, their effort and their 
achievements over the course of the academic year.   
 
As you may know, one of the features of the new National Curriculum is that it no longer uses a system 
of numbered ‘levels’ to describe children’s attainment. This is because it was felt by the Department 
for Education that the use of levels had at times been detrimental to children.  For example, talking to 
children about their attainment using numbered levels could contribute towards their developing a 
“fixed mind-set” about their ability, whereas we want to foster in all our children a “growth mind-set”, 
meaning that we believe that we can all improve our abilities with practice, effort and persistence.   
 
This national change – the removal of levels – means that, when we discuss your child’s attainment 
with you and in our written reports, we no longer report on “levels”, as these no longer have any 
relevance to the curriculum. At Ashfield we have adopted the Chris Quigley “Essentials Curriculum” 
and the Depth of Learning (DOL) assessment practices that go with it. We now think of children’s 
achievements in the form of the picture below. 
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We make end of year judgements against and refer to milestone1 for children working at the standards 
for the end of Key Stage 1, milestone 2 for the standards for the lower juniors and milestone 3 for the 
upper juniors. Children therefore have two years to achieve the milestone standards.  We refer to your 
child’s current level of attainment using phrases: 

 

 working towards the milestone 

 working securely at the milestone 

 working at greater depth 
 
If your child is described as “working towards” a milestone, then they will be like the child paddling in 
the picture, i.e. requiring support and instruction to get to their target. If they are “working securely” at 
the milestone, then they are like the child snorkelling in the picture i.e. working at a greater level of 
independence. And it they are working “at greater depth”, then they are like the child who has found 
the pearl, i.e. they are independently applying the skills they have learned in a range of situations. 

 
When making these judgements, the teachers use published guidance to help them judge how your 

child is performing in their daily work against the national expectations for their age. They also use 

the tests that the children took earlier in the summer term which provide a snapshot of what the 

children can do independently and under test conditions. 

In addition we grade the children’s work habits and efforts: 

 requires improvement 

 varies – this means that their effort/attitude is inconsistent, for example between subjects/types 

of learning/ or even, for some children, depending on the day of the week 

 satisfactory – this means your child does as is expected 

 good – usually goes above expectation 

 Excellent – consistently the best that they can be 

If you wish to reply or make a comment about your child’s report you can: 

 Print off the final page and send it with your comment to your child’s class teacher 

 Click “reply” on the email that you receive through Schoolcomms 

 Send an email to admin@ashfield.herts.sch.uk with the words REPORT REPLY in the subject 

line 

 Send a note either to your child’s class teacher or to the school office. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Carolyn Dalziel 
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