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Ashfield Junior School 
School Lane, Bushey Herts W23 1SR  

www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk T: 020 8950 2350 

 
  Welcome  
 

A warm welcome to Ashfield to all our new children their parents and 

welcome back to everyone else. I hope you all had a good summer break 

and found some sunshine. The children have come back excited and eager 

to learn. I hope this will be a very happy term. Most of the children have come 

back in their winter uniform. If your child is still in summer uniform while the 

weather is warm that’s fine, but please ensure that they are kitted out with 

their winter uniform by the end of September. Thank you. 
 

A big thank you to Mr. McGrail who has worked so hard over the summer 

holidays to get the school ready for the new academic year and oversee the 

building and decorating works. The works have included refurbishment of the 

PPA room and decoration in a number of classrooms. The whole school has 

had a deep clean and is looking beautiful for the start of the new academic 

year.   
Meet the Teacher Evening 
 

Our Meet the teacher Evening will be held on Monday 11th September at 6.00pm. 

The evening will give you the opportunity to meet your child’s class teacher and 

find out what your child will be learning this year and how you can support their 

learning. It will also give you the chance to ask questions and iron out any little 

problems or concerns that may have arisen at the start of term. Or just simply 

introduce yourself if you haven’t had the opportunity to meet your child’s teacher. 

Parents of children in Year 6 will also be able to find out more about the secondary 

transfer process. If you have children in more than one year group, I would 

recommend you to you to attend the meeting for the older child. Please avoid 

bringing the children if possible. The meeting should last no more than an hour. 

 

School Meals 
 

This term, the children will make their lunch choices at the hatch rather than 

completing a menu in advance. So far the children are telling us that the system is 

working well. Yesterday the children all reported that they got the lunch they 

wanted and a number of children said how much they liked the fact that they can 

change their minds if they want to and don’t have to stick to a choice they made 

a while ago. That’s a brilliant start and we will keep monitoring it. The menu is 

published on our website so you still have the opportunity to help your child make 

their choice. And teachers are spending some time going through the day’s menu 

with the children so that they feel confident in making their choice when they get 

to the hatch.  

 

Payment for lunches should be made through the Caterlink on-line system. A 

separate letter will come to Year 3 parents to explain how to log onto the system. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

September 9 

Secondary Transfer 

Consortium Test for Year 6 

Pupils  

Good luck Year 6!! 
 

September 11 

Meet the Teacher Evening 

– 6.00-7.30 in your child’s 

classroom 

 

September 15 

Year 6 Tie Assembly 

9.10am in the school hall. 

Year 6 parents welcome  

 

October 13 

9.30am Harvest 

Presentation by Year 5 in 

the hall. All year 5 parents 

welcome 

 

October 17 

3.30-7.30pm –Parents 

Evening 

Meet the teachers in the 

hall – further details to 

follow 

 

October 19 

3.30-5.30pm –Parents 

Evening 

 

Half Term week 

23rd -27th October 
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It should all be up and running by Friday. In the meantime your child can still have 

a school meal –you can catch up with the payments at the weekend. 

 

School Meal ready-reckoner 

1 meal £2.30 

2 meals £4.60 

3 meals £6.90 

4 meals £9.20 

5 meals 11.50 

 

 

 

Mobile Phones 

A reminder that our new mobile phone policy comes into action this term. We are 

actively discouraging children from bringing mobile phones to school: and very few 

children actually need to have a mobile phone in school. If you think that it is 

essential for your child to have a mobile phone in school, then you can apply for 

permission for your child to bring their phone. An example of a reason that a child 

might require a phone is that they travel by public transport and you need to check 

that they have arrived safely.  Smart phones will not be allowed in school at all. If 

your child is given permission to bring a phone, it should be a basic phone than can 

make calls and send texts only. Children should not be able to access the internet 

via their phone. 

An application form is available from the school office and will be published on 

our website with the full policy. 

Clubs 

This academic year all our after school clubs will be run by external providers. Our 

sports clubs are run by The Elms and Netball club is run by Lynda Leyshon and Dance 

Club by XLR8. Most clubs run between 3.30 and 4.30pm –the exception is the sports 

club run by the Elms on Tuesdays, when parents can opt for their child to stay for a 

second hour multisport following the football session. The current timetable for clubs 

is set out in the table below: 

 

Day Sports Club 

Monday Dance 

& Netball (Y5 & 6) 

Tuesday Chess 

Football (+ multi-

sports for those 

staying for the 

second hour) 

Wednesday Gymnastics 

Thursday Tennis 

Sports Clubs run by the Elms will commence in the week commencing 11th 

September. You can register your child on the Elms website: http://www.elmssportinschools.co.uk/home or call them on 

020 8954 8787 

Netball will start on 11th September. Mrs Culley will send further details to the year 5 & 6 children later in the week. 

 

Snacks 

 

We encourage children to bring a 

healthy snack to eat in the middle of 

the morning and keep them going 

until lunchtime. A piece of fruit or 

vegetable is ideal, but as our children 

are growing and use up a lot of 

energy, particularly on PE days, they 

may need to have something slightly 

more substantial. We do not want to 

dictate what parents are allowed to 

send into school, but we are aware 

that there is a lot of confusing 

information about what constitutes 

“healthy”. Therefore at Ashfield we 

are asking parents to follow these 

guidelines when choosing a snack for 

your child. 

Please look at the ingredients label 

of a pre-packaged snack. Where 

sugar or an alternative name for 

sugar appears in the first three 

ingredients, please avoid sending 

this to school either for their snack or 

in their lunchbox – these foods 

should be considered as special 

treat only. 

The following is a list (by no means 

exhaustive) of some of the most 

common sugar ingredients: 

Anhydrous dextrose, brown sugar, 

cane crystals, cane sugar, corn 

sweetener, corn syrup, corn syrup 

solids, crystal dextrose, evaporated 

cane juice, fructose sweetener, fruit 

juice concentrates, high-fructose 

corn syrup, honey, liquid fructose, 

malt syrup, maple syrup, molasses, 

pancake syrup, raw sugar, sugar, 

syrup and white sugar. 

Other types of sugar you might 

commonly see on ingredient lists are 

fructose, lactose and maltose. 

  

 

http://www.elmssportinschools.co.uk/home
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The football team will be managed Mr Hardy and Mr Jones from the Elms this year. Mr. Hardy will be organising the matches 

and squad practice which will take place in Friday lunchtimes. He will arrange squad trials for children in Years 5 and 6; 

and the successful children will be invited to attend the lunchtime squad practice each week. The team for each match 

will be selected from this squad. 

 

Budget Pressures 

I am sure you have heard many stories in the press about the financial pressures that schools are under. I know that a 

number of Headteachers have already written to parents requesting donations to help stretch school funds further. We 

are fortunate at Ashfield that, with careful financial management, so far our position is sound. We are aware that in future 

it will not be quite so rosy and so we are introducing an economy campaign. I am sure you have heard of the phrase, 

“Many a mickle makes a muckle” (many small amounts accumulate to a large amount) - we are trying to be thrifty and 

ensure that the school finances remain healthy for a long as possible so that we can continue to provide a high standard 

of education for our children. 

To that end, we are asking for parents to support us by: 

 Supporting PTA events - ASHA does a wonderful job in raising additional funds for the school. Please help them by 

offering help and attending events 

 Paying the voluntary contribution for off sites visits and swimming. 

 Exploring any funding streams that are available through your employer 

 Provide your child with their own glue sticks, white board pens and a box of tissues 

 


