
Year 3 Information 

1 Starting Out 

I appreciate just how difficult it can be moving from a school where you’ve been settled for several years to a 

new school where you feel everything is different, there’s too much information all at once and you don’t know 

who to ask. While many of you were able to attend the recent Meet the Teacher Evening, a number of you 

couldn’t make it and there was quite a lot of information to take on board all at once. In this leaflet, I hope to 

clarify a few points. 

2 Homework 

Children should be encouraged to read at home every day. The children have a Reading Record in which parents 

can record the book title, pages that the children have read and make a comment about the way their child has 

read. We aim for at least 3 reading record entries a week in year 3. It is useful to make a note of any tricky words 

which the teachers can monitor and target. So an entry might look like this: 

Date Title & Pages Read Comment 
15/09 Titus Rules OK p38-44 Super reading Jake. You remembered 

to take a breath at the full stops 

today. 

Tricky words: specially, whispered 

The children have their reading records on their tables during their daily reading sessions so that teachers can 

monitor the reading records. These are monitored closely every week on the day of your child’s guided reading 

session. Some children will still be reading quite short books and need to change them after a day or two. 

Other children will already be reading “chapter books” and will need a week or more to complete their book. If 

a child is reading the same book for over a fortnight, it is probably time for a change. It might be that the book 

is too challenging, or your child just doesn’t like it very much. Just pop a message in the comment box and we 

can make sure the book is changed. 

Spelling 

Spelling homework is set on a Monday and tested on the following Monday. It takes the form of a word list and 

a dictation. The words on the word list follow a particular spelling pattern or rule. The dictation puts the words 

into context and allows children to revise the high and medium frequency words they need to know. You will 

know how your child has done in the test because the words that they have made mistakes with will be 

highlighted in their little blue spelling book. 

Maths 

All children are issued with a RM Easimaths login and password. The children should access the site for two or 

three short sessions a week to help develop and keep their mental maths skills sharp. There is no particular day 

on which your child has to do the homework, the maths homework can work around your family’s busy schedule. 

Teachers’ monitor children’s Easimaths sessions through the website weekly during their PPA time. They can see 

how many sessions a child has done over the course of a week. The time spent at the sessions, the child’s success 

rate and number of attempts it took a child to get the right answer. Where a child is struggling with a concept it 

is flagged up by the website and the teacher can dedicate some lesson time to addressing the concept. 



Children will also be given a “Families Learning Together” Login and Password. Parents often feel that they cannot 

support their child with their maths because they don’t know how we teach it. Well, this site gives parents a 

video tutorial, an information guide in PDF format and some suggestions of games you can play and activities 

you can do to reinforce the learning that is done in the classroom. The teacher will inform you which unit of 

maths is being taught by sending a note home. On average we will be exploring 1 unit every 2-3 weeks. Teachers 

may ask you to return to a unit for reinforcement and to keep skills sharp. If your child completes one of the 

reinforcement worksheets, do please send it into school so that we can recognize their achievement.  

Other Homework 

From time to time children may be given a short piece of additional homework to support the work going on in 

the classroom. These might include: 

 Researching a topic or finding facts for a topic being covered in class 

 Learning a poem, song words or words for a play 

 Learning times tables 

 Preparation for show & tell, a science talk or another presentation 

 Collecting data for a questionnaire 

 Developing general knowledge and exploring facts about the world 

 Interviewing family members 

 Finishing off something started in class 

 Exploring own interests 
Homework should not take any more than about 20 minutes a day. If your child is having any problems with the 

homework that is set or you do not have access to the internet, please let your child’s class teacher know; and 

we can arrange for children to have access in school. If children do not do their homework they will be asked to 

attend homework club so that they do not get behind in their learning. 

3 PE 

Children should have their PE kit in school every day please, in case of a change of timetable. PE days for 3E are 

Wednesdays and Thursdays; and for 3L, Tuesdays and Thursdays. The Thursday sessions are run by a specialist 

sports coach from The Elms and are held outside unless it is raining. Much of this term will be spent on developing 

children’s rugby skills (ready for an intra-school tournament to celebrate the World Cup just after half term). The 

other PE slot is usually an indoor slot for gymnastics, dance and indoor games. The days may change, but the 

class teachers will let parents know. 

PE kits will be sent home every half term for washing. If the children have had a particularly muddy outdoor 

session, the kits will be sent home for washing on the Thursday and should be brought back again for the 

following Monday (in case of a timetable change). 

 

4 Stationery  

At Ashfield we provide basic stationery; pencils, rulers, coloured pencils, scissors, erasers, glue-sticks… but many 

children like to have their own stationery sets. A small pencil case is ideal (the children’s tidy trays are compact) 

and could contain coloured pencils, felt pens and a small glue stick. When the children first come to us they write 

in pencil, but over the course of the year, as their writing becomes more fluent and confident, they gain their 

pen licence. This means that they are allowed to work in pen in their written work. The first pen is given to the 



children by the school. After this, pens are available from the school office. £1 for 3 pens. This is good value 

because of our bulk buying facility. The children come to the office at break times to purchase their pens. 

5 Sanctions & Rewards 

I have heard it said, “They’re very strict at Ashifeld”. And yes, we do have high expectations and standards of 

behavior, which is one of the reasons that Ashfield is a heavily over-subscribed school. There are 4 school rules: 

 Be safe 

 Work hard and allow others to work 

 Be kind to one another 

 Have respect for property and the environment 

Within their classes children discuss the rules and the implications for their behaviour. We have reward time 

every Friday. This is half an hour for children to spend with their teacher at doing an activity that the class has 

chosen. Activities might include extra playtime, parachute games, an art activity, extra story-time, digging in the 

vegetable garden, a visit to the nature area… It is a thank you from the teachers for keeping the rules. If a child 

breaks a rule, they are given a warning (orange card) and the teacher tells them what rule they have broken and 

reminds them of the expectation of their behaviour. If a second rule is broken, a blue card is issued. This is 5 

minutes off reward time. However the teacher will tell the child how they can modify their behaviour and earn 

their reward time back. Sometimes it comes as a shock to parents when their child “never got a card at Merry 

Hill”. As the children grow up, they often like to push the boundaries. Most children will get a card at some point, 

but nearly all of them earn it back. 

We also celebrate children’s achievements in their work and socially through our special achievements 

assemblies on Fridays. Children are nominated by the teachers TAs and sometimes the children for a shiny 

Headteacher’s award which is presented in the assembly to rapturous applause from the other children. The 

children’s achievements are also put on display in the achievements folder which is kept in the school entrance 

for everyone to see.  

6 End of the day 

It is very tricky when you have children at both Merry Hill and Ashfield and both schools finish at 3.15pm. Please 

always pick your Merry Hiller up first and then come down to Ashfield. The year 3 teachers take the children up 

to the playground to meet parents and once most children have been collected, they then escort the other 

children to the wooden side gate. If you have been delayed because you need to speak to a member of the Merry 

Hill staff, do not worry. Your child will be delivered to the office where they will wait with Mrs Culley until you 

get here. 

Many parents are confident for their children to meet them up at “the tree” (the big tree on the right hand side 

as you go up School Lane) or at Merry Hill; or, if you are coming up the hill, at the bench at the bottom of School 

Lane. This is fine. Just please let us know by writing a note to the class teacher. And it is essential that you tell 

your child that if you (or the person collecting them) is not there to meet them, they MUST COME STRAIGHT 

BACK TO SCHOOL. They can come to the school office, or see any of the teachers who will help them. They must 

not wait out in the street unsupervised. It is not safe. 



If someone else is collecting your child at the end of the day, please send your child’s class teacher a note, or let 

the school office know before 3.00pm. The end of the school day is very busy and while we will do our utmost, 

we cannot guarantee to get the message to the class in time for the end of the day. 

7 Library 

Once the children have settled in they will have access to the library so they can borrow additional books to read 

at home. Before the children bring books home from the library, we give them a bit of training in “library 

etiquette” (how to borrow and return books and how to find the books they are interested in). Each class will be 

timetabled with a library slot. Your child’s class teacher will let you know when your child will be visiting the 

library. The children should not keep the books for more than a fortnight please. 

8 Birthdays 

It is lovely to celebrate birthdays with the children. We do so in our achievements assemblies. Every Friday the 

children who have ead a birthday that week are called up to receive a card, have a candle lit and be sung to by 

the school. Many parents want to share the celebration by sending in a treat for the class. This is very kind, but 

and lead to quite an expense; and parents often wonder what they are allowed to send in when we’re a healthy 

school and discourage sweets. This year we are asking parents not to send sweets or food, but, if they wish to, 

buy a book for the class library. We will put a sticker inside the book to show who donated it. 

9 Parent Focus Group 

We are seeking interested year 3 parents to join the Parent Focus Group. This group meets termly to discuss 

school issues, new policies and plans; and while the group does not make policy (that’s down to the Leadership 

and Governance), it does have a significant influence in decision making within school. We would like one parent 

from each class, although the role might be shared by a few parents so that it does not require such a time 

commitment. If you are interested, please contact Mrs Culley in the School Office. 

10 Worries 

Our parents evenings are just after half term (it feels a long way away, but the time will fly). Please do not feel 

you have to wait until then to speak to a teacher. If you have any worries about your child, do please let your 

child’s class teacher know. You can catch them at the gate at the end of the day, send them a note via your child, 

or call the office and the teachers will call you back as soon as they are available. 

Meanwhile, I have cleared my diary for the afternoon of Friday 18th September from 1.30-3.30pm if you want to 

pop in discuss anything; or contact me by phone. 

 

Carolyn Dalziel 

Head Teacher 


