
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26th January 2017 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am writing to inform all parents that we have vacancies for two parent governors due 

to their current terms of office coming to an end.  I am seeking nominations to fill these 

vacancies. You do not need specialist knowledge or experience in primary education 

to become a governor, but you do need to have a genuine interest in education and to 

be able to give time and commitment to the school.  

The governing body of a school is responsible for ensuring that pupils receive high 

quality education and that the conduct of the school reflects this aim. The governors 

work as a team with the Headteacher in the whole strategic planning and management 

of the school. Their responsibilities include consideration and agreement of the aims 

and policies of the school, discussion and approval of the targets for improvement, 

appointment of staff, setting and monitoring the budget, monitoring the performance 

of the school and reporting to the parents and community on how they have 

accomplished their tasks. Governors are the link between the school and the 

community and representatives of all those with an interest in the well-being and 

reputation of the school are needed. Parents are very important in keeping the 

governing body aware of the views of parents and the local community. They are a 

vital part of our team. To find out more about what being a governor of a school 

involves you could visit the National Governors’ Association website by following this 

link. http://www.nga.org.uk/Be-a-Governor.aspx 

Being a governor at Ashfield is far more than attending one meeting a term to rubber-

stamp policies. Our Governing Body has active committees which meet termly to look 

in more detail at aspects of the school’s work; and offer support and challenge on 

school performance, resources, pupil welfare, the curriculum and personnel. All 

governors are expected to carry out visits to the school during the working day. 

Because all our governors share this commitment, the governor workload is also 

shared. 
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If you are prepared to put your name forward, please ask at the school office for an 

application form which will need to be completed and returned to the school by 12.00 

noon on Thursday 9th February 2017.  

All candidates wishing to stand for election will be required to attend a short interview 

with the Chair of Governors and provide the names and addresses of 2 people who 

will be able to provide a character reference.  

If we receive more than two nominations, we will hold an election and you will be sent 

a voting paper. If there are only one or two nominations the person/people nominated 

will be duly elected unopposed.  

The term of office for Parent Governors is four years.  Parent Governors must have a 

child registered at the school on the date they are elected and may, if they so choose, 

serve their full term even if their child leaves the school before their term of office 

expires. 

If it is necessary for a ballot to be held, voting papers will be sent to you on Tuesday 

21st February.  Each parent will be sent one voting paper regardless of how many 

children they have at the school and a short summary of information about each 

candidate.  

The ballot will be secret and the full results will be posted on the school website,  

recorded in the minutes of the next governors’ meeting and will be communicated as 

soon as possible by letter to parents and members of the Governing Body. 

Parents who have a child registered at this school are eligible to stand as a 
candidate and to vote. The definition of a parent in the Education Acts includes: 

· all natural parents whether they are married or not 

· any person who, although not a natural parent, has parental responsibility for a 
child or young person and 

· any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child or young person. 

Should you wish to apply to be a governor at Ashfield, please contact the 

school office for a nomination form. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

 

Carolyn Dalziel 

Headteacher 


