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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF GOVERNORS 

 

“Inspiring today’s child for tomorrow”, is Ashfield's 
motto.  The major event for Ashfield this term was, of 
course, our OFSTED inspection. And I am delighted 
that the inspector confirmed our own self- evaluation 
judgement that Ashfield remains a “good” school.   
 
I have chosen some of the report to highlight the fantastic 
work that the staff do at Ashfield. 
 
Our report highlighted what a "happy, welcoming school" 
Ashfield is and how it is a "calm, colourful and stimulating 
place to learn".  Our asset management plan, which 
ensures that we via adequate financial resources to the 
buildings and maintenance of the school is a contributory 
factor. Added to this is the excellent work of our 
caretaker, Peter McGrail, in maintaining the school with 
such care; and the Teachers and Teaching Assistants in 
providing such a stimulating and well organised learning 
environment. 
 
While the world is moving at an incredible rate and we 
cannot predict what it will look like when these children 
leave school and go out into higher education and 
employment, Ashfield's aim is to provide our children with 

the life skills where they can face whatever tomorrow brings confidently.  Our inspector noted that our children are given 
"many opportunities to develop their reasoning skills" and are "provided with many opportunities to take on 
responsibility".  Pupils "feel safe at the school", have "positive attitudes towards their learning" and "enjoy being role 
models for younger pupils”. These are important factors for the next stage in our children’s education and beyond. 

 
These confident children are the result of all the Ashfield staff who are, in the words of our inspector, "incredibly committed" 
and "meticulous in their support for pupils".  She commented that Ashfield is a school where "expectations have increased 
steadily throughout the years" and that with "thorough planning, good subject knowledge and effective teaching" the school 
continues to improve. 

 

WHO ARE WE? 

Doreen Thorne              Chair  (Parent) 

Linda Silver                    Foundation 

Nick Charman                Local Authority 

Gareth Jones                  Co-opted 

Sandra Podro                 Community 
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Lyndsay Weinstein        Parent 

Daniel  Phillips               Parent 
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The inspector’s findings that the governing body, while “very committed to the ongoing success of the school, not all 
governors are equally effective when challenging school leaders”, have been taken to heart. Governors have already had 
a self-evaluation meeting and considerable discussion during our spring term full governing body meeting; and I can assure 
all our stakeholders that as a governing body we are fully committed to becoming the governing body which Ashfield 
deserves -one that will challenge and support the school on its journey towards “outstanding”.  To this end we have begun 
the process of a full review of the body, supported by Herts for Learning, and focusing on increasing the effectiveness of 
governance.  
 

WHAT HAVE THE GOVERNORS DONE THIS TERM? 

Here we are at the end of a busy Spring Term at Ashfield, which has just flown by.  The governors have been busy supporting 
Mrs Dalziel and the staff who have been working extremely hard.  We have had our planned committee and full governing 
body meetings. Governors have made visits to the school to review health & safety and carry out the fire risk assessment, 
as well as spending time in classrooms. Governors also met with our inspector during our recent inspection. In March the 
governors held an in-house training session led by Herts for Learning addressing “Vision and Values”. 

HOW TO CONTACT US 

We will continue to be available to talk with at school functions, so please look out for us and do come and share your 
views. 

 
Although, the first point of contact with the school is through your child’s class teacher; you can contact me through the 
school office by email.  Mrs Culley will ensure mail is re-directed to me. 

AND FINALLY 

I would like to thank all the Ashfield parents for their continued support for the school together with Mrs Dalziel and the 
Ashfield staff for all their hard work.  I am very proud to be the Chair of Governors in a school where the staff are so 
committed to doing the best for our children so that they really can be “the best that they can be”. 

I hope you all have a very happy Easter break. 

 

Doreen Thorne  

Chair of Governors 

 

Ashfield aims… 

To inspire and challenge children to become confident, life-long learners 
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