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 Sporting Achievements 
 

There have been a number of sporting achievements over the past few 

weeks. 

Our basketball team won through to the semi-finals of the Queens’ Sports 

Partnership tournament, while our cross country team had 3 boys and 6 girls 

in the top 20! 

Every time our children have been out representing the school this term, I 

have had glowing reports back about their excellent behaviour and great 

attitude – I am so proud! 

Well done to all the Ashfield children who took part and thank you to all the 

parent helpers who supported with lifts to and from the events. 
   
 

 

School Trips 
 

Educational visits are a very important way of enhancing our curriculum and 

children’s learning. This term our year three children have visited Bushey Library, 

Year 4 have had a trip to the Water Treatment Works at Clay Lane and Year 5 have 

visited Borehamwood Synagogue. Year 6 have a trip to Whipsnade Zoo to come. 

Thank you to all our parents for supporting these educational trips, both in terms of 

making voluntary contributions towards the cost, and through volunteering to 

assist. 

 

 

Charity News  
Once again I would like to thank our families for supporting our chosen charities. 

The Ashfield School & Home Association ran our annual coffee morning in October. 

A small number of parents attended but raised £104 for MacMillan. 

Our Year 5 children did a presentation for Harvest to raise money for water Aid and 

raised £414 to support the charity in improving access to clean water, toilets and 

hygiene and transforming millions of lives. 

Ashfield also took part in the Royal British Legion’s Poppy Appeal and raised £390 

Thank you to all our families for your generosity for these worthy causes. 

 

 

Welcome to Mr Liddell 
I am delighted to welcome Mr Alex Liddell, our new caretaker, to the Ashfield 

team. We all hope he will be very happy here. Peter McGrail’s last day will be on 

Friday 24th November. I am sure that you will join with me in wishing him a long and 

happy retirement. 
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Upcoming Events 
 

November 29 

School Nurses visiting do 

carry out height and weight 

checks with Y6 

November 30 

Year 6 visiting the Niland 

Centre for a “Crucial Crew” 

session 

December 1 

Chocolate donations for the 

Christmas Fair today please! 

December 1 

Open Classroom Afternoon 

Parents welcome to visit their 

child’s classroom from 

2.30pm 

December 6 

Ashfield Choir performing at 

the Watford Colosseum –

meeting at 6.30pm for a 

7.15pm start 

December 6 

Afternoon rehearsal for St 

James’ Church carol service 

December 8 

Bottles and cake donations 

for the Christmas fair please! 

December 8 

2.15pm – Year 3 Christmas 

Play 

December 9 

ASHA Christmas Fair 12:00-

3:00pm 

December 11 

Pantomime Day – thank you 

ASHA! 

December 13 

Christmas Lunch, “A Factor “ 

Talent Show & Christmas 

Jumper Day – more details to 

follow. 

December 15 

1.30pm – end of the Autumn 

Term 
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Growth Mindset Workshop 
 
On 2nd November we held a growth mindset & helping your child to survive secondary school workshop for parents. 

Unfortunately, not all the parents who had booked places attended on the night. Nevertheless, those parents who were 

there gave very positive feedback. They reported that they enjoyed Robin Launder’s fast-paced and humorous delivery 

and felt it was directly relevant for them and their children. Robin’s session was followed by a short information session from 

Gareth Jones, parent governor and secondary school Deputy Headteacher who linked the messages that Robin gave 

with realities of life at secondary school. 

A number of parents have asked if we will put on another session because they wanted to send their partners, or were 

unable to attend the session. If there is enough demand, then we will be happy to host another session. If you missed the 

workshop but would like to attend a future growth mindset workshop, then please give the office a call to register your 

interest. You may also be interested in visiting Robin Launder’s website to see his 5 top tips for embedding growth mindset. 

Just follow the link below. 

 

https://behaviourbuddy.co.uk/mindset-theory-five-top-tips-for-embedding-dwecks-work-into-your-school-

with-a-little-help-from-lionel-messi-and-superglue/ 

 

Christmas at Ashfield 

It is almost December, so Christmas has started!  

Year 3 have started learning songs and words for their Christmas Play which will be held at 2.15 on 8th December.  

The ASHA committee is busy with preparations for the ASHA Christmas Fair, which I hope you will all come along to 

between 12.00 and 3.00pm on Saturday 9th December. If you are able to help out at the fair, please contact Dawn Hook 

or another member of the ASHA committee. Many hands make light work. 

From Monday 4th December the Ashfield Post Box will be available for children who wish to send cards to their Ashfield 

friends. The children can post their cards at break time and lunchtime. Please do not call in at the office with your child 

before school to post cards. You will be turned away and asked to come back later. We need to keep the office area free 

for parents with queries before school. Children should remember to put the full name and class of the child to whom they 

are sending the card. If they just write “Lucy” on the card, the Year 6 postmen won’t know which class to deliver it to. 

Our choir, musicians and readers are getting ready for our annual carol service at St James which will be held on the last 

Monday of term – Monday 11th December at 6.30pm. If your child is directly involved in this event, you will receive a separate 

letter with information about the rehearsal and the service itself. All our families are welcome to come along, whether or 

not your own child is in the choir or doing a reading. It is a lovely community event. I look forward to seeing you all there.  

Open Classroom Afternoon 

On Friday 1st December we are holding an Open Classroom afternoon. You are welcome to come into school from 2.30pm 

to visit the children in their classrooms and see some of the lovely work that they have done over the course of the autumn 

term. It is not a time to have a discussion with the class teacher – we held parents’ evenings just before half term and there 

will be another opportunity for an update with the class teacher in February – but we hope you will take the opportunity to 

come into school and sit with your child while they talk you through the things they have learned and done.  

Mr Liddell will open the top gates for parents of children in Year 3 and 4; and the bottom gates for the parents of Years 5 

and 6 at 2.30pm. For those of you who have more than one child at Ashfield, you should have plenty of time to visit both 

classes by 3.15pm: and for those of you with only one child, you might be able to take your child slightly earlier when you 

have finished admiring your child’s work (like we do on sports day). Class teachers will sign you in and the children out. 
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