
 

 
 

Governor News  
Autumn Term Newsletter 

WHO ARE WE? 

Fiona Waloff                   Vice Chair            
    (Foundation) 
Gareth Jones                  Vice Chair (Parent)  
Linda Silver                     Foundation 
Anne Swerling                Local Authority 
Chris Holt                        Community 
Daniel Phillips                 Parent 
Sandra Podro                 Community 
Di Hoeksma                    Community 
Michelle Ralph               Parent 

      Tom Usher                        Parent 
      Charmaine Davison         Staff 
      Helen Flint                        Associate 

Our Mission: 

To provide 5 star service for our children and families   
so that:   

 our children thrive both socially and academically 
to be the best they can be,         

 and parents are confident that their children are 
happy, safe and well supported in their learning 
and development . 

 

 

 Year 6 memory boxes 

A project linking art and design, technology  

and maths 

 Science in Year 5  

Message From our Vice Chair  

We have come to the end of our first term and everybody is 
getting ready for their festive celebrations.  As a Governing 
Board we have had a very busy first term.  We have re-
organised the board, recruited new governors and our team 
now moves forward with a consolidated structure. We have 
welcomed Anne Swerling as our LEA Governor, Chris Holt who 
takes up the position of Community Governor and our two 
new parent governors, Michelle Ralph and Tom Usher. 

The Governing Board does not get involved in the day to day 
running of the school.  We are here to challenge and support 
the school, the leadership team and the teachers so that they 
can inspire and challenge our children to be the best that they 
can.  It always amazes us how committed all the staff are, how 
they continually go that extra mile and for this we would, 
once again, like to thank all the staff. 

Governors visit the school on a regular basis.  So far, we have 
attended the First Aid Training for the children, a meeting 
with the School Council, the Year 6 Tie Assembly and the final 
of the Tag Rugby tournament (which was a pleasure to watch, 
see the team spirit and listen to a lot of Year 3’s losing their 
voices from screaming support for their team!).  Some of our 
Governors have joined the children for lunch and chatted with 
the children.  We’ve also seen the Word Blaze intervention in 
action at the beginning of the school day.  

As Governor’s we will continue to commit to being visible and 
approachable. Should anybody need to contact Governors 
please feel free to contact us through the school office or 
through your child’s class teacher. 

We wish you all the best of the festive season. 

 Fiona Waloff 



 

 
 Report from our SEND Governor 

 
The pupil Welfare Committee met on 3rd October. 
As a committee we are satisfied that the school is    
doing its utmost to support every child with a  
special educational need. Their progress is very 
carefully monitored. 
This term our SENCO Mrs Smyth has set up a 
SEND focus group involving some parents of     
children  with additional needs.  This term we  
reviewed the SEND Report. This is the guide for 
parents as to what Ashfield can offer children and 
their families with regard to SEN provision. The 
group discussed a number of issues including the 
identification of children needing extra support. 
Some amendments to the report were put        
forward. Mrs Smyth took the recommendations of 
the group on board and has updated the report 
which is available on the school website. 
 

Di Hoeksma  
SEND Governor and Chair of the Pupil Welfare  
Committee 

Report from the Chair of the Resources 
& Finance Committee 
 
The purpose of this committee is to review, uphold, 
monitor and challenge the Head on plans, personnel, 
processes and budget. We ensure each item is       
allocated in a correct and timely manner, with   
benchmarks and check points in place to ensure that 
progress is to plan. 

The first meeting of this newly formed committee 
took place on 11th October. Governors were updated 
on staffing arrangements and the success of the staff 
appraisal system. We reviewed the current financial 
position of the school, which I am pleased to report is 
on track with our agreed budget. The committee   
discussed the school’s plans for using the increased 
Sports Premium Grant to make greater use of our 
outdoor space which includes an orienteering course. 
The Governing Board would like to thank all those 
parents who have sent in boxes of tissues, glue sticks 
and other stationery in support of the school’s       
frugality campaign. It makes all the difference. 

Daniel Phillips 

Chair  of the Resources & Finance Committee 

 

Contact Us 
 

Ashfield Junior School, 
School Lane 
Bushey WD23 1SR 
Tel: 020 8950 2350 
admin@ashfield.herts.sch.uk  
www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk 

 

 

Year 6 trip to Whipsnade Zoo 

Attended the education session  

Darwin and Evolution 

Report from the Curriculum & Progress 
Committee  
 

The Curriculum and Progress governing body       
committee met on the 8th November to receive the 
report from the Technical Team and to review the 
Key stage two school results for 2017. 
The technical team presented on the new curriculum 
for Maths, Design Technology, science and ICT. The 
governors were duly impressed with the curriculum 
mapping and data collection, which showed the good 
progress our children are making in these areas. This 
was validated but governor observations of books 
and displays which took place during the open    
classroom afternoon later that week.  
There was an in-depth discussion on the schools 
2017 results highlighting the 17% above national  
figure for expected writing. As well as identifying  
targets and strategies to ensure our current students 
reach their full potential in their SATs next May. 

 

Gareth Jones  
Chair of Curriculum & Progress Committee 

 


