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Aims for this Evening

 To meet your child’s class teacher

 To see your child’s learning environment

 Expectations

 Rewards and Sanctions

 To learn about the Year 5 Curriculum for this term

 To find out how you can help your child at home

 To discuss homework

 Secondary Transfer – ‘dry run’ this year



Year 5 Curriculum
English: 

Reading: 

Whole class reading sessions happen every day, in which we focus on specific aspects of text. We select 

fiction and non-fiction books to complement the units covered in the Writing lessons.

Book Choosing Websites: https://www.booktrust.org.uk and http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk

Writing: 

The children will continue to study fiction, non fiction and poetry units, building on the skills and 

knowledge acquired in Year 4. 

Currently, we are studying books by significant children’s authors with dragons as the theme. They’ll be 

asked to respond to the text through fiction and non-fiction eg writing a character description, a diary 

entry, a newspaper report. 

Much of our English work will be covered through our cross curricular work eg the History, Geography 

and Science curriculum. 

We will continue to concentrate on developing punctuation, grammar, sentence structure and 

vocabulary. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/9/9-plus-readers.html


Year 5 Curriculum

Spelling: 

We continue to learn spelling rules and investigate spelling 

patterns. 

Children are expected to edit their own work  and correct 

words using these rules and patterns. 

You can help your child at home by practising spelling words, 

using a dictionary to check spellings and looking for 

interesting words as you read together.  



Year 5 Curriculum
Maths

 Children will continue to become fluent in number skills (eg counting, ordering., 

comparing) and to work on reasoning (applying those skills in problem solving contexts)

 We will be covering place value and number (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, 

fraction, decimals and percentages), measurement, statistics and geometry (shape).  

 We will be covering most of these areas termly

You can help your child by: 

 Helping them learn multiplication and division facts for all the times tables up to 12x.

 Asking them to explain their homework activities and show you how we do things in class.

 Encouraging them to use Maths in real-life contexts eg. money, measure, time, etc.

 Checking that they know ‘the basics’: days of the week / months of the year / time to 

nearest minute / twelve hour clock and 24 hour clock / seasons / conversions eg mm / cm 

/m



Year 5 Curriculum

Science:

 This year we cover 5 areas: Sound and Hearing, Plants, Living 

Things, Materials (Reversible and Irreversible Changes), Life 

Cycles and Human Development, Movement and Forces, Earth’s 

Movement in Space.

 This term we are looking at Sound and Hearing, Plants, Living 

Things, Materials.



Year 5 Curriculum

 History – Religious practices from the Celts to the 
Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, compared with Egypt and 
Ancient Greece.

 Design & Technology – Mechanisms and Structures, 
Food & Nutrition, Plants & Horticulture and Textiles.

 RE – Identity and Belonging (Leaders and 
Communities) and Births.

 Art – Art Skills (eg colour mixing) Painting, Textiles, 
Clay work, Artist Study and Printing.

 PE – Throwing & catching, striking & fielding, tactics 
& invasion games, athletics (taught by Mr Jones) 
gymnastics and dance.



Year 5 Curriculum (cont) 
 Personal Development – Don’t give up, Try new things, Work hard, 

Concentrate, Push yourself, Imagine, Improve and Understand Others.

 French – Planets, Dates, Weather, Clothes and Monsters (taught by Mrs 

Salih)

 Music – Singing (Harvest Festival) Glockenspiel (pitch and melody), 

Composing

 Geography – Mountains, Volcanoes & Earthquakes, Mapping skills, North 

America.

 Computing - data in different ways (spreadsheets & databases), research 

skills when using the internet, creating and publishing documents using 

more sophisticated skills. E-Safety will remain an important priority. We 

will also cover programming and control and modelling and simulations.  



Homework

The children will be given two hours of homework 

every week. Homework is handed out and collected 

back in on the same day. Children will have a plastic 

zip wallet for homework, reading record, homework 

diary etc. This must be in school every day.

 Core Home Learning

 Enrichment Activities



Year 5 Autumn Core Home Learning Tasks  
We have 2 hours of Home Learning a week.  All core tasks to be 
completed a week from the date they are set.  
 
Monday  
Maths for 10 mins (online) TimesTablesRockstars – 10 mins ‘studio’ 
practice 
 
Tuesday 
Reading Task for 1 hour (Reading Log) 
Week 1: Reading for stamina 3 x 20 mins and one reading comment 
about all three sessions of at least 5 sentences 
Week 2: Reading Comprehension 
 
Thursday 
Maths for 25 mins (online) 
MyMaths (15 mins) and Easimaths (10 mins) 
 
Friday  
Spelling Dictation or Word list to practise 
(Spelling Book) for 25 mins 
 
Homework Diaries    
To be signed by an adult by Monday  
 
PE:  
Monday & Thursday 
 

 

Core Home 

Learning



Create a fact file about an 

American National Park or 

Mountain Range (For 

example: Rocky Mountains, 

Appalachian Mountains, Sierra 

Nevada Mountains, Yosemite 

and Everglades National Park) 

Free Writing – can you use 

any of the subjects we are 

learning about this term to 

inspire your writing?   

Create a crossword using key 

vocabulary from our North 

America topic.

Find and follow a Mexican 

recipe.  Take a photo and tell 

the class all about it!  

Make your own musical 

instrument (for example: 

guitar, drum, panpipes or 

maracas) using junk modelling 

materials.  

Create a spreadsheet 

showing the ingredients 

and cost of ingredients for 

a main meal.

Go shopping with an adult and 

work out how much the 

ingredients for your favourite 

meal would be. Write down all 

the prices and then add them up 

without a calculator.

Grow a plant from seed or from 

an existing plant.  Make sure 

you look after it and make a 

journal of its growth.  You could 

even grow your own vegetables 

to eat.

Places to visit: 

Science Museum 

British Museum focusing on 

ancient religions

Royal Observatory 

Complete a moon diary by 

shading in circles to show 

what the moon looks like 

each night.  Draw clouds 

over the circles if you 

can’t see anything! 

Try to learn the 50 states of 

America in alphabetical order.  If 

you can do that, then use a map 

and try to remember where they 

are.  

Create a 3D model of a volcano!  

Enrichment Activities



Reading Homework

2 weekly cycle: Reading & Comprehension

 Reading Week: Read 3 times in the week for 20 minutes (stamina building). 
Record pages read in Reading Log.  At the end of the week, children make 1 
comment in their Reading Log of at least 5 sentences (e.g. interesting 
characters, plot prediction, tricky words)

 Comprehension Week: Comprehension will be on a sheet. Children answer 
questions in full sentences in their Reading Log.

You can help your child by:

 Checking that they are reading by discussing the text with them.

 Talking about the tricky vocabulary and looking words up in a dictionary together.

 Encouraging them to read more in a session to build up their stamina.

 Encouraging them to read more challenging texts and a wider range of genre eg. 
Poetry, Classics.

 Watching/reading the news and discussing current affairs and events.



Homework

Homework is the one time in the week when your child can share with you some 

of his/her school learning. Allowing them to ‘be-the-teacher’ and to explain an 

activity or process to you is one of the best ways of helping them.  

 Do pick a good time to do the homework – preferably not in a rush, and NOT 

when their favourite programme is on…..

 Allow the child to take the lead, only assisting if they are unsure or need 

something reading or explaining. (If parents and children share an activity in 

which the child has to explain aspects of Maths or English learned at school, 

the child strengthens this learning. )

 Be positive! Praise is a very effective stimulus to hard work and good learning

 Please sign the Homework Diary weekly. 



General Information
 Timings of the school day

 Healthy snacks & milk 

 Water Bottles

 Uniform 

 P.E: Labelled P.E kit to be kept in school everyday. We will send the kit home 

half termly for washing. (No watches, jewellery or earrings. We cannot 

remove earrings, children must be able to do this themselves, or provide 

their own tape for covering.) 

 We would really appreciate them having a pencil, pen, glue stick, a 

whiteboard pen and coloured pencils. 



After School Clubs  (confirmed)

Day Club Provider

Monday Dance XLR8

Netball for Years 5 & 6 Lynda Leyshon

Tuesday Football (1st hour)

Multi-sports (2nd hour)

The Elms

Chess Javier

Thursday Tennis The Elms

Other clubs will be available later in the year 

and more information will follow.



Music Tuition

Teachers from the Hertfordshire Music Service provide lessons in the 

following instruments:

 Guitar

 Violin

 Flute 

 Clarinet

 Brass

Please send a note to Mrs Culley in the school office for further details on pricing 

and availability.



Communication

How to contact us:

 Mon, Tues and Thurs: At the bottom gate after 

school (quick and non-confidential).

 See us at the gate to make an appointment. 

(Longer and confidential).

 Phone/email office and we will get back to you at 

our earliest convenience. 



Secondary Transfer – useful websites

 Hertfordshire Admissions at 

hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions

 South West Herts Schools Consortium at:  

http://www.swhertsschools.org.uk/

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/school-admissions/secondary-and-upper-schools/secondary-and-upper-school-places.aspx
http://www.swhertsschools.org.uk/


Parents Evenings

Parents Evening

Our Parents Evening are always held in the week before half term

 Autumn Term 2018

 Tuesday 23rd October 3.30-7.30pm 

 Thursday 25th October 3.30-5.30pm

 Spring Term 2019

 Tuesday 12th February 3.30-7.30pm 

 Thursday 14th February 3.30-5.30pm

 Summer Term - Open Evening 5.00-7.00pm on Wednesday 10th July 2019

Open Classrooms

 Friday 7th December 9.00 – 9.30 am OR 2.30 – 3.00 pm

 Friday 22nd March 9.00 – 9.30 am OR 2.30 – 3.00 pm



Key Dates

 Tie assembly ( Year 6 parents only) 20.09.18 @ 2.45pm

 Harvest assembly ( Year 5 parents only) 05.10.18 @ 9.15 am

 Massed Choir Carol Service ( Colosseum) Y4 choir  only 05.12.18 @ 7.15pm

 Christmas Play (Year 3 parents only) 14.12.18 @ 2.15pm

 Christmas Service at St James ( all welcome) 17.12.18 6.30pm – 7.30pm

 Christmas Lunch & Talent Show (children only) 19.12.18

 Year 6 School Journey Week 19th – 23rd March 2019

 Year 6 SATs week 13th – 16th May 2019

 Y5 Secondary Transfer Meeting ( Y5 parents only)  16.05.19 @ 3.30 pm

 New to Year 3 parents meeting ( Y2 parents only) 23.05.19 @ 6pm

 Sports Day 20.06.19 pm  (all welcome) reserve date: 27.06.19 pm



Ashfield School Rules

All members of the school community are expected to:

 Be safe and ensure the safety of others

 Work hard and allow others to work

 Be kind and considerate towards others

 Respect our own and others’ property and the school environment



Teaching & Reinforcing Positive 

Behaviours

We teach positive behaviour through: 

 relationships 

 role modelling 

 consistency 

 scripts and routines 

 positive phrasing 

 planning 

 positive reinforcement 

 comfort and forgiveness 



Recognising & Rewarding Good 

Behaviours
Positive behaviours and school values are recognised wherever possible and opportunities 
are taken to foster a sense of community through:

 Purposeful praise and encouragement from adults and peers 

 Children’s good work being displayed 

 Weekly Class Sharing Time during Snack & Chat

 The Brush & Dustpan Award - awarded by the cleaning staff to the best kept classroom. 

 Attendance & Punctuality Certificate awarded to the class with the best or most 
improved attendance and/or punctuality. 

 Termly attendance certificates awards for 100% attendance &  improved attendance 

 Individual certificates 

 Fun activities planned by the class teacher to thank the children for keeping our school 
community rules



Consequences

At Ashfield, consequences are educational and relevant to the circumstances and type 

of behaviour. When a child displays behaviour which disrupts learning or makes a space 

unsafe for others, staff will: 

 give a reminder of expectations 

 praise positive behaviours observed close by 

 give a verbal warning with a reminder of consequences relevant to the behaviour

 make opportunity for a child to work in a calm space elsewhere. This may be in a separate space in the 

classroom or in an identified space elsewhere in the school 

 give time for the child to calm down and then move on to re-visiting the experience by re-telling and 

exploring the event with a changed set of feelings

 Restrict freedoms and privileges – eg missing some break time if another child has been physically hurt



Teaching & Reinforcing Positive 

Behaviours

Any Questions?



Being a parent/carer can be the most rewarding job in the world but also the most 

challenging…

Do you need support to help with any of the following?

 Sleep issues?

 Routines and boundaries?

 Behaviours and consequences?

 Financial difficulties?

 Advice about technology

 Anything else…?

If so, please come along to a ‘drop in’ and meet Ella, our lovely Family Support 

Worker, who has a wealth of knowledge and can signpost parents to where they 

can get further support.

Where: Ashfield School Dining Room

When: Monday 17th September between 2.30pm-3.15pm.

All welcome!


