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October is upon us already and our new Year 3 children have settled in well to their new classes and are already
beginning to feel like “Ashfielders”. It has been a busy start to the year. I love the start of the new academic year — full
of hope, high aspirations and ambitions — a time to look forward to the exciting learning to come. This year we have
also been looking back to our founder, Arthur Ashfield, who left the huge sum of £5,000 in his will to provide education
for the people of Bushey. This would be the equivalent to over half a million pounds in today’s money. In return he
asked that the Trust look after his grave. Unfortunately it had been allowed to run into a state of disrepair which upset
the Year 3 classes of 2005. They wrote a letter to the Trust, reminding them (very politely, of course) of their duty. The
Trust then worked to resolve a number of issues with finances and the Charities Commission which they finally did
earlier this year. The Trust then commissioned a new stone for the tomb which stands at the edge of St James’
Churchyard.
I was very proud to attend the unveiling with my Year 6 School Councillors, who thought it would be a good idea to hold
a special assembly each year on the Friday closest to 22nd September, the date of Arthur Ashfield’s death — a
Founder’s Day Assembly – to mark the memory of a very important person in the history of our school. This we will do.
The children at Ashfield have a voice — their ideas are listened to. Sometimes the children have to be patient while we
can work out a way of acting on their ideas – and 13 years is very patient indeed! The children who originally wrote to
the Trust will now be around 21 years old. If you are in touch with former Ashfielders, please let them know that their
letter worked and the Trust’s obligation has been fulfilled.
Our thanks to Rabbi Nick form the Bushey Synagogue, who came
to Ashfield on 12th September to give the children an assembly
about Jewish New year. He brought along the Shofar (ram’s horn)
and left the children in awe when he blew a note for almost a
whole minute! The staff, who also had an attempt, were less
successful. He welcomed lots of questions from the children.
Everyone enjoyed his assembly very much and we are looking
forward to him coming to visit us again soon.

Year 6 gave an excellent presentation in their tie assembly. Each
year our Year 6 children are presented with a special tie – a gift
from the Ashfield School & Home Association. This is a special
mark of Year 6, denoting their responsibilities as Year 6 top
buddies and monitors. Well done Year 6!

On Friday 21st September Mrs Dalziel and
our Year 6 School Councillors were invited to
St. James’s Churchyard for the unveiling of
the new tombstone that the Ashfield Trust
commissioned. Councillor Brenda Batten,
Mayor of Hertsmere officiated. The event
was also attended by several members of
the Ashfield Trust.

Friday 28th September children were
invited to wear something green in addition
to their school uniform to raise money for
MacMillan. A big thank you to Dawn &
Jenny for organising the coffee morning.
We managed to raise an amazing £200 for
MacMillan Cancer Care.
Well done everyone!
Congratulations to our Year 5 Cross Country Team who took part in the
Cross Country Primary Schools Event at Queens’ School on Tuesday 2 nd
October. The children completed a 1500 m course and were justly proud
of their achievement. Well done to Charlie and Billy who finished in the
top 30 boys’ race. Mr Hardy was very proud of the team spirit the children
showed.
Thank you to all the parents who kindly provided transport to and from
the event.

On Friday 5th October our families raised £430 for Save the Children. This was
raised through a non-uniform day when children came to school in brightly
coloured clothes to represent the different colours in the annual harvest; and
very generous donations from the Year 5 parents and carers who attended the
special assembly. Year 5 gave a very thoughtful presentation about the important
work of Save the Children, accompanied by some beautiful singing. Thank you
Year 5.

Parents Evening
Our first Parents’ Consultation Evenings will take place between 3.30 and 7.30pm on Tuesday 23rd October and 3.30 and
5.30pm on Thursday 25th October. All parents meetings will take place in the school hall and you will have the opportunity
to see the lovely work your children have done and meet your child’s class teacher to discuss their progress. Your reply
slip with your preferred time slot MUST be back before Friday 12th, as staff will be allocating appointments on that day.
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