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Headteacher’s Message
On Monday evening we had the pleasure of the annual carol service at St James’ Church. This is one of my favourite
events on the Ashfield calendar – an opportunity for school and families to gather for an evening of music and readings
to celebrate Christmas. And what a wonderful performance from our choir, musicians and readers! Congratulations to all
who took part — I was glowing with pride to see such a marvellous example of team work. Who could not have been
impressed by the mutual cooperation of our woodwind ensemble, performing without their music teacher to guide
them?
An ability to be an effective team player is such a valuable skill. Over the course of a child’s time at Ashfield they have lots
of opportunity for teamwork— sometimes they will be with their friends and often they won’t. In many ways I favour the
latter. As an educational experience there can be little that is more valuable than to be placed in a situation where we
have to co-operate with other people, to communicate clearly and to support a collective venture. Learning to be able
to rub along with everybody is a very important life skill.
Obviously there are also our sports teams, but the cast of a play is also a team. Last week we saw the cast of the Year 3
play performing their Christmas play to our families and the school; and throughout this newsletter you will find further
celebrations of our teamwork.
On Friday we say goodbye to a valuable member of our admin team. Mrs Ashworth, who works in the office on Friday
morning, will be leaving. We will miss her kind and cheerful manner and her “nothing is too much trouble” outlook to her
work. Everyone at Ashfield wishes her all good things for the future. So we look forward to January, when we will be
joined by Mrs Dokelman. Many of you will already know her from her work with ASHA and as Larry is currently in Year 5.
I am confident that she is going to be a huge asset to the Ashfield Team.
I would like to end my message by saying a huge thank you to my whole staff team for an excellent term’s work. Our
children and families only see the tip of the iceberg of the things they do. An I would like to wish all our families and
children a very Merry Christmas.

Speedstacking

Sporting Achievements

Year 4 played very well in the speed stacking tournament at Queens and should be very proud of themselves. They showed great sportsmanship during the
different rounds and cheered on their teammates. Each
team worked well together during the final round and
had a very enjoyable time.

Football
Our performance on the football field has been rather
mixed. Our Year 5 and 6 boy’s football team lost a close
game against Bushey Manor on Monday 19th November.
Well done to our goal scorers, George and Jonny.
However in their game against Sacred Heart School on
Monday 26th November he boys fought back superbly to
earn a 1—1 draw with Sacred Heart . They showed real
teamwork and determination. Congratulations to George
who scored our goal.

Basketball
Very well done to all the children who participated in the
basketball tournament. It was played with great sportsmanship and fair play. Congratulations to Mr Hardy’s family
group who won the Ashfield Basketball Tournament 6—6
against Miss Holt’s family group.

Carols at the Colosseum
On Wednesday 5th December the children from Year 4
performed at the Colosseum. In the SW Hertfordshire Schools
Massed Choir event. The children had been working for
weeks to learn all the songs – It was a lovely event. Thank
you to Mrs Bell and Mrs Lazenby for rehearsing the children
so well; and all the parents who assisted with the transport
arrangements. We could not have taken part without you.

Christmas Fair
We would like to thank you all for your support at the
Christmas Fair on Saturday 1st December - we raised
an amazing total of £1,840. We would also like to
thank the staff, parents and volunteers for their hard
work, not just at the event, a lot of hard work goes
into the preparation of this event several weeks
leading up to it. A special mention to Tracey Woods
and her brilliant team who rallied the support of our
families and made it such a successful event.

Year 3 Christmas Play
Our Year 3 Christmas musical this year brought us carols from
around the world as we followed the exploits of one of Santa’s
elves, who had become separated from Santa and his team
whilst delivering on Christmas Eve. He was befriended by
some children who promised to help. Aided by a toboggan
and some magic dust, they set off in chase of Santa, but always arrived just too late. Travelling to Europe, Australia,
Central America, the Caribbean they saw people celebrate
Christmas in their customary ways and songs. Eventually he
was reunited with Santa in time to celebrate Christmas.
Beautiful songs performed with such confidence – well done
Year 3!

Many thanks to everyone who helped
with our recent 'Coin Trail'. The total
raised was a fantastic £431.57. We really appreciate all of the donations and
the children had great fun laying a money trail for their class. Congratulations
to the winning class 5H whose trail was
72.43m. Special thank you to those who
helped count the coins!
The total
raised for the bouncy obstacle course
was £528.50.

Poppy Appeal
Thank you to everyone who supported
the Poppy Appeal. The children, parents, carers and staff raised an amazing
£321.98.
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