
 

 

 

Ashfield Junior School 
March & April 2019 Newsletter 

Headteacher’s Message 

“Some old-fashioned things like fresh air and sunshine are hard to beat” 

Laura Ingalls Wilder 

 

We have been blessed with the most beautiful Spring weather, the school grounds have been carpeted with 
golden daffodils and the magnolia tree outside Year 4 is now in full bloom and has never looked better. It has 
been lovely to see teachers and children taking advantage of the good weather and moving their learning  
outdoors.  Learning is so much more fun outside. 

Our Year 6 children have just returned from their adventures at Culmington Manor in Shropshire – and what a 
glorious week they had! Do take a look at the Social Media Wall on out website to see the children’s exciting 
experiences. I am often asked why we take the Year 6 children away at this time of year and, “Wouldn’t it be 
better to take them after SATs?” I think just before the Easter break is an ideal time to go. The children are at 
the end of an intense term of hard work – how better to reward them with some outdoor and adventurous 
learning?  - experiences which encourage bravery, resilience, team-work and independence – such important 
attributes to develop for the summer term of revision, exams and transition work before they go off to       
secondary schools. 

I hope the good weather lasts through the Easter break and you are all able to enjoy some simple outdoor  
pleasures. 

 

Science Week - 8th to 17th March   

On Monday 11th March ASHA kindly donated the funds to be able to invite 

Shooting Stars Circus into school to celebrate Science Week.   The children were 

thrilled to be able to take part in the Circus Skills Workshop and felt that they 

had achieved something by the end of the session.  The purpose of these   

workshops is to enable pupils to discover within themselves the skills which can 

provide all kinds of creative solutions.  Skills such as concentration, retention 

and self-awareness.  During the workshops the children were taught to spin 

plates, juggle balls and scarves.    The children have also been conducting other 

experiments  in class for example making lava lamps and cornflour slime. 

French Café  

The Year 4 children gave a  performance magnifique when they opened 

the doors of their  French Caféf abuleux.  They demonstrated their    

language skills by singing two French songs, Jean Petit Que Danse and 

Je Perdu le do de ma Clarinette, as well as performing short scenes from 

two well-known French Plays.  Dressed in the red, white and blue of 

the French flag, the children also became waiters and waitresses    

serving freshly baked croissants, teas and coffees to their guests. 



 

 
Sporting Achievement 
 
Netball 
The children recently took part in the netball tournament at Yorke House.   

The Year 6 team came 3rd and the Year 5 team came 4th.   Special mention 

to the Year 5’s who played so well against much older and more experienced 

teams.  Following on from this success, our teams then played at Queens’ in 

a High 5 tournament so the girls had to swap positions mid-way through 

each match.  Neither team made it through to the semis but played amazing-

ly well throughout the tournament.  Congratulations to all our netballers on 

these super achievements.  My thanks to Lynda Leyshon for coaching the 

team so well  for many years and we are sad that she has retired.   

Gymnastics and Athletics 
Our Year 3 team took part in the Sports Partnership Gymnastics at Queens’ 

School on Tuesday 5th March.   Congratulations to those 12 children who 

performed and made Ashfield very proud!  We also sent a Year 4  Athletics 

team on Tuesday 19th March.  The children competed brilliantly and         

enjoyed taking part in all the different events. 

School Council Bring and Buy Sale 

Congratulations to our School Council for 

organizing a splendid Bring & Buy Sale in the 

Hall on Wednesday 6th March. The children 

raised £402.52 which goes directly to the 

children (they will  decide how to spend 

their money through the School Council).  

Well done to everyone involved! 

ASHA Fundraising News 

Pancake Sale 
£131.40 

 
Pamper Evening: 

£374.00 
 

Mothers’ Day Secret Room 
£524.30 

 

Watford School of Music Concert 

The Year 6 children were delighted to be 

asked by Mr Fisher the Brass Teacher to 

perform at the Watford School of Music 

Brass Concert on Wednesday 13th March.  

They played 3 pieces of music on their  

cornets and had the most wonderful time. 

Strictly Come Hospice for the Peace Hospice — by Shenaz Elsey 

Many of you know Shenaz Elsey, who has a daughter in Year 6 and Son in Year 4.  She has been training for 

her salsa dance for the last 7 weeks and the grand finale was on 29th March at Watersmeet Theatre,          

Rickmansworth.   If you would like to support Shenaz  in her fundraising, please visit her  fundraising page and 

read her story. 

https://wonderful.org/fundraiser/strictlycomehospice-87099469  

https://wonderful.org/fundraiser/strictlycomehospice-87099469


 

 

Contact Us 
Ashfield Junior School 
School Lane 
Bushey WD23 1SR 
Tel: 020 8950 2350 
admin@ashfield.herts.sch.uk  
www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk 
Follow us on Twitter @Ashfield_Junior 
 

School Lane  

Many parents will have seen me out at the school gate in the mornings last week, monitoring the traffic and 

children’s safety. I needed to remind a number of parents about: 

 dropping off children on the yellow zigzag lines or in the middle of the road 

 Leaving their cars unattended on the drop-down kerbs which prevents our neighbours getting in and 

out of their properties 

 Parking with their wheels on the pavement,  preventing parents with buggies from getting past 

 Opening car doors without first seeing that the road or the pavement is clear  

We are all in a hurry, but we must take care that our actions  do not impact negatively on others. It was clear 

to see just how stressful some parents  were finding delivering their children to school. If you can avoid using 

School Lane, please do so. If you do have to use School Lane, please be considerate and patient. 

School Uniform 

The children are welcome to wear their summer uniform from the start 

of the Summer Term. However, this is not expected if the weather     

remains so cool. Our girls will not want to be in light summer dresses, 

nor our boys in shorts if we still have frosty mornings. We will aim for all 

our children to be in their summer uniform before half term. If you want 

a reminder of the Ashfield Summer Uniform, please look at the website, 

where you will find a uniform list: 

 http://www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk/life-at-ashfield/school-uniform/ 

My Local Hero Awards 2019  -  Leo (3F) 

This event was hosted at The Grove Hotel in Watford on 29th March.   

Leo had been nominated in The Emily Mott Child of Courage category.   

Leo felt it was a privilege to have been nominated and was very pleased 

for the winner, who was just as inspiring as Leo.    He was presented 

with a runner up certificate and thoroughly enjoyed the evening.    

Congratulations to Leo from everyone at Ashfield! 

Manor Adventure  

 


