
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14th June 2019 

Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s) 

Parent Governor Elections 

Are you interested in helping Ashfield Junior School deliver its vision to be the best 

school in Hertfordshire? 

Would you like to get a more in-depth perspective of the school that you would never 

be able to get otherwise?  To find out just how hard the teachers work and the constant 

changes that schools have to deal with? 

Perhaps you would like regular opportunities to help support and challenge the 

schools’ performance, ensuring in the process that every child gets the best education 

possible? 

Do you love to learn, practice and strengthen your skills, learn new things about 

yourself which you can use across other areas of your life? 

Of course, being a Parent Governor is not easy.  It takes time to attend meetings, the 

governor training, read papers, take an interest in what’s happening in education and 

explore your own feelings and views to be a valuable, critical friend to the school. 

But it is worth it – even if only to see the passion of staff and other governors involved 

in delivering our children’s education and the difference they make to individual pupils. 

To see those pupils happy and achieving their potential whilst enjoying learning.  

Knowing that in some way you have been able to contribute to their progress. 

Ashfield’s Governing Body needs a varying mix of people from all walks of life and 

backgrounds, who can bring different viewpoints, experiences, skills and ideas with 

them. 

Ashfield’s Governance is a non-executive modern-day body.  We are a friendly bunch!  

All governors are equal, no category of governor is any more important or influential 

than any other.  Parent governors give a strategic parental voice on the governing 

body.  Your voice as a parent is extremely important to our school and it is vital that 

the governing body has a good representation of parents among its membership. 
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We currently have two vacancies for parent governors and we are seeking keen 

volunteers, with a child registered at the school, who are committed to improving 

education and to make a positive contribution to the education of our children to join 

our governing body. 

Information about the Role 

Once elected or appointed your term will run for four years, a parent governor takes 

on the role of a school governor/public volunteer.   

Attached to this letter is a more detailed information sheet on the role of governors.  

Please read this as it is important to understand the role, expectations and 

commitment before applying.  We are seeking parents who have a real willingness to 

help, who can listen carefully, read important documents, ask pertinent/challenging 

questions, attend training and be able to actively contribute at meetings.  If you can 

spare some time then please consider nominating yourself for this voluntary role. 

If you are interested in becoming a parent governor but feel that you would like to 

have a confidential chat with an existing parent governor to find out more about 

what’s involved, for example the time commitment, types of things they get involved 

with, training, or how they found the first year after joining, this can easily be 

arranged.  Contact the school office and they will put you in touch. 

If you are interested in volunteering here’s what you should do; 

 

1. Please check that you are eligible to stand as a parent governor.  The definition 
of parent includes: 
 

 All natural parents, whether they are married or not and 
 Any person who, although not a natural parent, has parental 

responsibility for a child and 
 ‘Parent’ is defined as including ‘any individual who has or has had 

parental responsibility for, or cares for, a child or young person under the 
age of 18. It includes a person who the child lives with and who looks 
after the child, irrespective of what their relationship is with the child.  The 
reference in the definition must be to someone involved in the full-time 
care of the child on a settled basis 

 There are some criteria which can disqualify you from serving as any 
type of governor.  This list is given in the nomination form.  If you are 
applying, you must confirm that you are not disqualified by those criteria. 

 

2. Please nominate yourself by asking the school office for a Nomination Form. 
 

3. Please ensure that your completed form is returned to the school Office by noon 
on 28th June 2019. 
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What happens after the nomination deadline has passed 

Any nominations received after the deadline will not be accepted. 

If the school receives more nominations than there are vacancies, then we will hold 

an election and parents will be asked to take part in a secret ballot to vote for the 

candidate(s) they feel would be most suitable as a parent governor. 

The information you supply as part of your nomination will be circulated to parents to 

help them decide who to vote for.  Your personal contact details will not be distributed.  

This is for governing body purposes only. 

Should the school receive the same amount of nominations as there are vacancies, 

then those nominees are deemed to be ‘elected unopposed’ and become parent 

governor without the need for an election.  If an election needs to take place, then we 

will inform all nominees personally and all parents in writing, providing the details of 

how to vote and the deadline for doing so. 

If there are no parent nominations by the deadline given above, then the governing 

body become responsible for appointing parent governors to fill the vacancies.  It they 

can’t find volunteers at our school then they may seek parent volunteers from other 

schools.  THEREFORE, IT IS IMPORTANT TO TRY AND GET PARENTS FROM 

OUR SCHOOL WHO HAVE AN INTEREST IN OUR SCHOOL. 

Should this appeal to you please do consider applying to be a Parent Governor.  If you 

have any questions or you need any further information, please let me know as soon 

as possible. 

 

Yours faithfully 

Gareth Jones 

Gareth Jones 

Chair of Governors 

 

 

 


