
 

 Ashfield Junior School 
Inspiring our children to dream big, be extraordinary and change the world 

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 

Headteacher’s Message 

Welcome! 

“No one can ever take your memories from you - each day is a new beginning, make good memories every 
day”                                                                                                                                                    -  Catherine Pulsifer 

A warm welcome to the new academic year to all our children and families. We hope that our  children have a 
very successful academic year and aim to offer them a wealth of opportunities to learn in a fun way, develop 
their creativity and make many happy memories. 

Ashfield is also pleased to welcome our new caretaker, Tony Moore. As well as excellent property mainte-
nance skills, Tony also has a background as a Teaching Assistant. He has worked hard over the summer break 
in preparing the school for the new academic year - and the whole school looks  lovely. We hope that he will 
be very happy here. 

Many of you will know that Mrs Edwards is expecting a baby in the middle of December and will therefore go 
on maternity leave at half term. We were successful in our recruitment and have appointed an excellent 
teacher called Mrs Reynolds to take over the class from the Autumn half term to the end of the academic 
year. Mrs Reynolds has already spent some time in school and we will ensure an effective hand-over from Mrs 
Edwards.  

Wellbeing Quality Mark 

Thank you to all the staff that have worked 
so hard to help Ashfield gain the Herts for 
Learning Wellbeing Quality Mark. It is a   
rigorous and successful school improvement 
programme, facilitated by Herts for learning. 
This award ensures that we place health and 
wellbeing at the heart of the whole school 
curriculum and our community. 

Gold Standard Award 

We are very excited to announce that     
Ashfield Junior School has achieved the Gold 
School Games Mark award for our           
commitment, engagement and delivery of 
competitive school sport in 2018 /2019. A 
big thank you to Mr Hardy for coordinating 
our sports in school and all the Ashfield staff 
for their commitment to competitive sport. 

Assembly with Mrs Mawjee 

Our thanks to Mrs Mawjee, parent of Uzyar in Year 6 who came to Ashfield on 

Wednesday 18th September to give the children an assembly about Islam.  She 

welcomed lots of questions from the children.  Everyone enjoyed her assembly 

very much and we are looking forward to her coming to visit us again soon. 

Year 6 Tie Assembly 

Year 6 were presented with their tie on Friday 20th September at a special  
assembly which parents and carers were invited to watch.  These ties are a 
gift from Ashfield School and Home Association. The ties signify that our 
Year 6 are “Top of the School” and highlight their responsibilities as “Top 
Buddies” for younger children. Our Year 6 children are already doing an 
amazing job and showing considerable maturity in helping about the 
school. Well done Year 6! We are very proud of you. 



 

 

Snacks 
 
We do encourage children to bring a 
healthy snack to eat in the middle of 
the morning to keep them going  
until lunchtime.  A piece of fruit or 
vegetable is ideal, but as our children 
are growing and use up a lot of     
energy, particularly on PE days, they 
may need to have something slightly 
more substantial.  We do not want 
to dictate what parents are allowed 
to send into school, but we are 
aware that there is a lot of confusing 
information about what constitutes 
“healthy”.  Therefore, at Ashfield we 
are asking parents to follow these 
guidelines when choosing a snack for 
your child. 
 
Please look at the ingredients label 
of a pre-packaged snack.  Where  
sugar or an alternative name for  
sugar appears in the first three     
ingredients, please avoid sending 
this to school either for their snack 
or in their lunchbox — these foods 
should be considered a special treat 
only.  
 
The following is a list (by no means 
exhaustive) of some of the most 
common sugar ingredients:           
Anhydrous dextrose, brown sugar, 
cane crystals, cane sugar, corn 
sweetener, corn syrup, crystal      
dextrose, evaporated cane juice, 
fructose sweetener, fruit juice      
concentrates, , raw sugar, sugar   
syrup and white sugar. 
 
Plain water only in children’s water 
bottles please.  Fruit infusions and 
flavoured water contain sugar     
leading to enamel erosion and      
cavities in children’s teeth. 

Mobile phones 
 

A reminder that we have a no smart phone policy.  We are actively 
discouraging children from bringing mobile phones to school and very 
few children actually need to have a  mobile phone in school.  If you 
think that it is essential for your child to have a mobile phone in 
school, then you can apply for permission for your child to bring their 
phone.  An application form is available from the school office. 

 

An example of a reason that a child might require a phone is that they 
travel by public transport and you need to check that they have       
arrived safely.  Smart phones will be not allowed in school at all.  If 
your child is given permission to bring a phone, it should be a basic 
phone that can make calls and send texts only.  Children should not be 
able to access the internet via their phone and any camera facility 
should be removed. 

Curriculum Evening 

Thank you to all our parents who came along to meet their children's 

class teachers and learn more about the curriculum the children will 

be following.  The Powerpoint Presentations from the meetings are 

available on the Year Group page of the Website. 

Uniform  

Most of the children have come back in their winter uniform.  If your 

child is still in summer uniform while the weather is warm that is fine, 

but please ensure that they are kitted out with their winter uniform by 

the end of September.  We have a policy of no jewellery other than a 

simple wrist watch.  The children should not be bringing FitBits or   

other step / activity trackers. 

Timings of the School Day 

A reminder to all parents that the school day starts at 8.50am.  The 

bell is rung promptly at this time and all children should be on the 

playground where they are met by their class teachers.  Any child who 

arrives after the bell has gone is late for school and must report to the 

School Office to receive their attendance mark.  No child should be 

dropped off and left unattended in the waiting area before 8.30am. 

School ends at 3.15pm.  The children in Years 3 and 4 will come out 

through the top gate, while the children in Years 5 and 6 will come out 

through the bottom gate.  Parents meeting the children from Years 3 

and 4 are welcome to come through the side gate by the office and 

wait for the children in the playground.  I would ask that parents 

meeting children in Years 5 and 6 to come inside the gates to wait for 

the children so that we can leave the narrow pavement free for       

pedestrians. 

 



 

 

Contact Us 
Ashfield Junior School 
School Lane 
Bushey WD23 1SR 
Tel: 020 8950 2350 
admin@ashfield.herts.sch.uk  
www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk 
Follow us on Twitter @Ashfield_Junior 
 

Family Support Worker 
 

Being a parent / carer can be the most rewarding job in the world but 
also the most challenging.   Do you need support to help with any of 
the following? 

 

 Sleep issues? 

 Routines and boundaries? 

 Behaviours and consequences? 

 Financial difficulties? 

 Advice about technology 

 Anything else? 

 

At Ashfield we are fortunate to have two wonderful Family Support 
Workers, Ella and Danielle, who both have a wealth of knowledge and 
can signpost parents to where they can further support. 

 

Ella is available on Friday mornings via pre-booked appointments (just 
contact the School Office and ask for a ‘drop in’ appointment). 

 

Also look out for our upcoming coffee afternoons at Ashfield where 
Ella and Danielle will be discussing a range of different topics.  Also a 
great opportunity to meet with other parents and share advice. 

 

 

Clubs 

This academic year all our after school clubs will be run by external 

providers.  Clubs run between 3.30pm and 4.30pm, with the exception 

of Football (+ multisports for those staying for the second hour) 

DAY SPORTS CLUB 

Monday Dance (XLR8) 

Netball 

Tuesday 1st hour: Football 

2nd hour: Multi Sports 

Chess Club 

Wednesday Dodgeball 

Chess Club 

Thursday Tennis 

Year 3 Lunchtime Boxing Club 

Mr Jones, our Sports Coach has been 

running a lunch time Boxing Club for 

girls in Year 3.  It is a non-contact    

using pads.  It has been very popular 

with the girls in Year 3 and they are 

thoroughly enjoying it. 

Lunchtime Cornet Club 

We have had such good feedback 

from our children who have learned 

Cornet through First Access last year, 

we wanted to give more children the 

opportunity to learn to play.  There 

are still places available on a Tuesday 

lunchtime for children in Years 5 and 

6.  The club will be run by our brass 

teacher, Paul Fisher.  If your child 

would like to join cornet club, please 

contact the school office for more in-

formation on the cost and which size 

mouthpiece to buy. 

 


