
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ashfield Junior School 
Inspiring our children to dream big, be extraordinary and change the world 

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 

Headteacher’s Message 

“I think, at a child's birth, if a mother could ask a fairy godmother to endow it with the most useful gift, that gift 
would be curiosity.” 

― Eleanor Roosevelt  

Curiosity has been the value that we have considered during our assemblies this month. We have debated    
whether there is a difference between curiosity and nosiness  and learned about the great American inventor 
Thomas Edison. We have reflected on how great accomplishments rely not only in ingenuity but also a huge 
amount of hard work.   

It is fitting then that we have recently been awarded the PSQM gilt award with a focus in scientific enquiry. I have 
loved going into classes to see the development of this aspect of our science work. It is so interesting to see the  
children asking and exploring their own questions, making observations over time, seeking patterns in their       
findings, identifying, classifying, creating fair tests as well as watching their fascination in their research.  

The award would not have been possible without the inspiration and hard work of Miss Holt, supported by all the 
Ashfield staff. A huge well done to her! While daily planning, preparation, teaching and assessing form the major 
part of a teacher’s work, all the Ashfield staff are engaged in local research projects and work with other local 
schools to constantly reflect on and improve our practices as a  school.  I am very grateful for their commitment. 

Primary Science Quality Mark Gilt 

We are very proud to announce that Ashfield has achieved the Primary       

Science Quality Mark Gilt award. The PSQM programme is committed to     

ensuring effective leadership of science in every primary school. Supported by 

the University of Hertfordshire via the local hub based in St Clement Danes, 

Miss Holt has led science developments in school over the past year. The work 

has included staff training and a school focus on working scientifically. Miss 

Holt and Mrs Dalziel attended the PSQM award ceremony in London on Friday 

15th November. 

Sporting Achievements 

The children from Year’s 3 and 4 played very well in the speed stacking  

tournament at Queens’ on Tuesday 19th November and should be very 

proud of themselves. They showed great sportsmanship during the different 

rounds and cheered on their teammates!  Each team worked well together 

during the final round and had a very enjoyable time. 

Thank you to all those parents that helped transport the children to  

Queens’, without your help these tournaments would not be possible. 



ASHA Fund Raising Events 

Autum Disco  - £307.00 

Obstacle Bouncy Castle  -  £460.00 

Cake Sale  -  £90.00 

Contact Us 
Ashfield Junior School 
School Lane 
Bushey WD23 1SR 
Tel: 020 8950 2350 
admin@ashfield.herts.sch.uk  
www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk 
Follow us on Twitter 
@Ashfield_Junior 

Year 6 Visit to Amaravati Buddhist 

Monastery 

Year 6 were offered a wonderful oppor-

tunity to visit the Buddhist Monastery in 

Hemel on Wednesday 13th November 

as part of their RE work this year.  Dur-

ing the visit the children had the oppor-

tunity to tour the temple, join in with 

meditation and speak with the monks 

and nuns.   

Year 3 Trip to Chiltern Open Air Museum 

On Monday 11th November Year 3 went to Chiltern Open Air 

Museum to learn about the Stone Age and Iron Age through 

workshops as part of their History this term. During the Stone 

Age workshop the children, with the help of costumed educators, 

had ago at starting a fire, being part of The Deer Tribe with     

special markings in charcoal paint and creating a temporary    

shelter.  Whilst the Iron Age workshop provided them with the 

skills to make a clay pot. 

Maths Week 11th — 16th November 

To celebrate the first Maths Week England EVER, TT Rockstars run 

their biggest online competition.  They were on a mission to find the 

most dedicated TTRS schools, classes and pupils across England!   

Ashfield were invited to compete and show the rest of the country 

what they are made of. 

A huge congratulations to 1st place Joaquin, 2nd place Gabriela and 

3rd place  Naman  

Christmas at Ashfield  

It is almost December, so Christmas has started!  Year 3 will be learning songs and words for their Christmas Play 

which will be held at 2.15 on Thursday 12th December. 

The ASHA committee are busy with preparations for the ASHA Christmas Fair, which I hope you will all come 

along to between 12.00 and 3.00pm on Saturday 7th December. If you are able to help out at the fair, please 

contact Shelley Hamilton or Tracey Woods or another member of the ASHA committee.  Many hands make light 

work.  

From Monday 2nd December the Ashfield Post Box will be available for children who wish to send cards to their 

Ashfield friends. The children can post their cards at break time and lunchtime. Please do not call in at the office 

with your child before school to post cards. You will be turned away and asked to come back later. We need to 

keep the office area free for parents with queries before school. Children should remember to put the full name 

and class of the child to whom they are sending the card. If they just write “Lucy” on the card, the Year 6       

postmen won’t know which class to deliver it to.  



Health and Wellbeing at Ashfield 

We held our first Ashfield Coffee and Chat Session with our Family Support Workers on 15th October where the 

focus was on anxiety.  Parents / Carers were interested to know how Ashfield supports children with anxiety and, 

as promised, here is a snapshot of just one of our whole school approaches for supporting children with worries.  

You may like to try some of these at home. 

The Five Point Scale is an approach which we use across the whole school and it helps children to recognise how 

they are feeling in relation to emotions such as anxiety, anger etc. 

All children have considered how their body feels when they are experiencing different emotions  -  they used 

the gingerbread outline to help them identify their ‘early warning signs’ that they might not be feeling okay. 

All staff carry the 1-5 scale at all times and Ashfield children are confident in using this scale to help them identify 

how they are feeling and what they can do about these feelings.  We always explain that it’s okay to have these 

feelings and it’s about recognising the feelings and their response to these feelings. 

The next Coffee and Chat session is being held on Thursday 28th November.  The focus is on sleep difficulties 

and we hope to see lots of your there!. 

Mindfulness for Children 

Mindfulness for children helps support teachers and parents support 

wellbeing for children through exclusive mindfulness activities plus 

unique visualisations, soundscapes and musicscapes that help children 

focus on their feelings, thoughts and environment.  Please use the login 

details below to use with your child at home. 

http://www.jmbeducation.com 
Username: mindfulness 
Your password is: breathe 

http://www.jmbeducation.com/


Did you know that... 

At Ashfield, more school days lost are due to children returning late from the school holidays or either side of the 

half term break than due to illness. 

And at Ashfield parents arrange more doctors’ and dentists’ appointments on a Friday afternoon than on any   

other time of the week? 

Every term Mrs Dalziel meets with a member of the attendance team from Hertfordshire County Council to     

analyse the schools attendance data.  

It is often all too easy to think that taking the odd day off here and there is not going to make a great deal of 

difference to a child’s overall attendance – but it all adds up. 

The chart opposite has been designed by the Hertfordshire Attendance Team to help parents understand the  

cumulative impact of time away from school.  

How good is your child’s attendance? 


