
 

 

 

 Ashfield Junior School 
Inspiring our children to dream big, be extraordinary and change the world 

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 

Headteacher’s Message 

“Once you have the commitment, you need the discipline and hard work to get you there.”                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                    Haile Gebrselassie 

Commitment is the value that we have been exploring in some of our assemblies over the course of this month. 

We’ve gone back in time to 1961 and JF Kennedy’s commitment to put a man on the moon, considered the       

commitment shown by ordinary people from all walks of life who volunteer their time for good causes and        

reflected on the commitment that we need to make in school to be the best that we can be. We see the           

commitment and can learn from elite athletes, but I am proud to see high levels of commitment daily at Ashfield. 

I was fortunate to be observing in a class where children were finding a concept difficult to grasp. The teacher     

rephrased, remodelled and adapted the teaching so that every one of the pupils in the group grasped the concept. 

That’s  commitment.  

In another classroom visit I observed a group of children puzzling over their reasoning in maths. I watched them 

try out a hypothesis, then another, then another – discounting those that didn’t work until they were really sure of 

their answer – it was frustrating at times, but they showed great resilience and didn’t give up. The children had a 

great sense of achievement because of their commitment to their learning. Well done children! 

Our challenge must be to foster such commitment in all our children - just imagine what they might achieve! 

Assembly with Rabbi Nick 

Our thanks to Rabbi Nick from the Bushey 

Synagogue, who came to Ashfield on     

Monday 7th October to give the children an 

assembly about Jewish New Year. He 

brought along the Shofar (ram’s horn) and 

left the children in awe when he blew a 

note for almost a whole minute!  He        

welcomed lots of questions from the       

children.  Everyone enjoyed his assembly 

very much and we are looking forward to 

him coming to visit us again soon. 

Welcome to Mrs Reynolds 

Ashfield welcomes Mrs Reynolds to 

the teaching team after half term.   

Parents and children in 5E are meeting 

her this week.  She is covering for Mrs 

Edwards who is  leaving us for a while 

to have her baby, which is due in early 

December. 

Year 5 Harvest Assembly 

Year 5 have worked really hard to develop their performance skills and put on an 

excellent Harvest Assembly to both their Grown-Ups and the rest of the school.  

The children came to school in brightly coloured clothes to represent the differ-

ent colours in the annual harvest.  A huge thank you to everyone for their gener-

ous donations of food which has been given to the Watford Food Bank.  Congrat-

ulations on collecting a huge 226.2 kilos! 



Year 6 Trip to Whipsnade Zoo 

On Friday 18th October Year 6 went to Whipsnade 

Zoo and attended the Educational Session,        

Habitats and Adaptations.  The trip is designed to 

support the evolution and inheritance work they 

are studying as part of the science curriculum  The 

children explored how animals are adapted to suit 

their habitats and will gain an understanding of 

how these adaptations come about through the 

process of natural selection. 

Assembly with Gareth Jones, Chair of  Governors 

On Friday 11th October Gareth came to assembly 

to talk to the children about the role of a School 

Governor. The children thoroughly enjoyed his 

assembly . 
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Year 3 visit to Bushey Library 

On Tuesday 1st October 3H visit-

ed Bushey Library and 3F went 

on Friday 4th October.  The li-

brary is a great place for children 

whatever their age and it is free 

to join and borrow books.  The 

children were given a tour of the   

library and asked the Library As-

sistants interesting    questions 

and really got involved with the 

story reading.   

Sporting Achievements 

There have been a number of sporting achievements over 
the past few weeks through the Sports Partnership at 
Queens’.  Congratulations to our Year 6 Basketball Teams 
who attended Queens’ School on Tuesday 8th October.  
They played really well against tough opposition and all 
the children had a fantastic time.  Through their determi-
nation and great teamwork they reached the final and re-
turned to Queens’ on Tuesday 22nd   October.  The team 
showed great sportsmanship,  encouraging each other to 
success and finished 5th.  Congratulations also goes to the 
Year 5  Cross Country Team.  They all represented the 
school   magnificently, cheering each other round the 
course.  A special mention to those children who finished 
in the top 15 of the boys’ and girls’ races.   Mr Hardy was 
very proud of  everyone and the team spirit they showed.    

Boys: Josh 2nd, Loui 6th, Devan 10th, William 13th &     
Joseph 15th.   

Girls: Ola 9th, Amalie 10th and Nicole 11th. 

Secondary Transfer Application 

Reminder for Parents of children in Year 6 that the deadline for  online   

applications for secondary school is 31st October.  You should apply at 

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions.  Any application received after 

that date will be treated as late and your child may not be allocated a 

place in one of your preferred schools. 

New Parent Governors  

I am delighted to welcome our new Parent Governors to 

the Ashfield Board.  Mrs Lesley White, mother of Billy (Y6) 

and Finley (Y3) joined the Governing Board at the end of 

the Summer Term; and Mrs Sarah Vincett, mother of Louis 

(Y6) and Jessica (Y5) and Mrs Rachel Stanley, mother of 

Rose (Y6) are joining the Board this term.  All our new  

governors have a wealth of relevant skills which will en-

hance the skill set of our current Board members. 


