
Monday 11th May                                                       Year 5 Daily Update 

 
Good morning! We hope you had good weekend and enjoyed some VE Day anniversary celebrations!  
 
This week we have some new activities for you.  Remember that if you have any questions, the Live Chat is open 
from 9.30 – 12.30 every weekday.  
 

Maths Writing 

 
Today’s task is on the area of rectangles.  
Start with the video clip here that you can find 
here: 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-
5/. Click on the red ‘Summer Term – Week 4 (w/c 
11th May)’ tab. The video clip, ‘Lesson 1 – Area of 
rectangles’ is at the top. Then, we would like you 
to complete the area of rectangles worksheet and 
mark your answers. From this week, you will find 
the maths worksheets and answers on our Year 5 
Home Learning page rather than on the White 
Rose website. Today’s are labelled ‘Monday 11th 
May – maths worksheet’ and ‘Monday 11th May – 
maths answers’.   
 
If you feel you need some more practice on area, 
have a look at 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zh9brj6 
 
Remember to complete your Easimaths and TT 
Rockstars through the week too (10 Garage, 10 
Studio) - and the MyMaths task that we set  
On Thursday. 
 
 
OPTIONAL TASK 
If you would like to do some more maths, go to 
https://corbettmathsprimary. 
com/5-a-day//, select today’s date and choose 
the level of difficulty of the 5 questions you want 
to have a go at: Bronze, Silver, Gold or Platinum. If 
you need some harder maths, go for gold or 
platinum. Then click on the pink ‘Answers’ under 
any of the May questions to see how you got on.   
 

 
Choose from option 1 or option 2… 
 
Option 1: Super Sentence Stacking  
https://www.youtube.com/user/Devouefrenchbulldogs 
A reminder of how this works:-  Jane will introduce the task  
at 9.45. She will ask you to watch a short film and choose 
one of nine chunks to write about. She will model how to 
write one of those nine chunks which makes her sentence 
stacking a really good way to improve your writing. (If you 
don’t manage to tune in to Jane at the times she does her 
teaching live, don’t worry - you will still be able to find the 
sessions on YouTube.) 
 
Option 2: Imagine that you are celebrating VE Day on 8th 
May 1945! Write a description of this picture – what are 
the different people doing, what are they thinking? Include 
similes and personification – for example, flags fluttered 
everywhere like giant butterflies, the old man’s fingers 
danced across the piano keys.  
 

 
 

Reading SPAG 

 
Complete the Reading Comprehension task on 
Egyptian mummification. 
The text and questions are on the Year 5 home 
learning page. We will give you a week to do this - 
answers next Monday. 
 
 

 
Wordblaze: Silent Student, pages 26-27 
(If you don’t have your WordBlaze book, don’t worry – you 
will find these pages on the Year 5 home learning page.) 
 
Firstly, read the words in sets 1 to 5 and look up the 
meaning of any unfamiliar words. 
 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zh9brj6
https://www.youtube.com/user/Devouefrenchbulldogs


Answers to last week’s Ancient Egyptian gods 
comprehension and the VE Day comprehension 
are at the end of this update. 

Secondly, make a note of the words for your spelling test 
on Friday (when you will need to ask someone at home to 
test you).  This week’s words to learn: excellent, apparent, 
experiment, accident, frequent, government, parliament, 
environment, sentence, obedience.   
 

Topic 

 
COMPUTING 
For a change from Scratch, today’s tasks use this website: https://blockly.games/?lang=en 
First, solve the puzzle (- this is a useful revision of science: how we can sort animals by their features) 
Then, see how far you can get with solving the mazes – there are 10 levels! 
 

 
DAILY CHALLENGE  
A PE-based challenge today…. Find a hard-backed book and scrunch up some paper into a ball – try the skills in 
this video to improve your hand-eye coordination! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvySZYSZFNY&list=PLYGRaluWWTojV3An2WEgsQ 
4qGFy_91jDL&index=3&t=0s 
 

 
Answers to Ancient Egyptian Gods comprehension 

 
1) What was a pharaoh? 
A pharaoh was the ruler of Ancient Egypt but also a god in human form (the living version of Horus, god of the 
sky) so the people’s intermediary or representative to the gods  
 
2) Who was the most important god? 
Ra, the sun god 
 
3) What did the Ancient Egyptians believe about the afterlife?  
They believed that people would live in the afterlife if their "ka" (or life force that they only had while alive) and 
their "ba" (soul) could be united in the afterworld.  
 
4) What were the gods usually a mixture of? 
A man or woman and an animal 
 
5) Where did the Egyptians worship their gods? 
Temples 
 
6) Which gods can you see in the extract from the book of the dead? 
Anubis, Thoth, Horus, Osiris 
 
7) What do these gods tell you about the religion of the Ancient Egyptians? (This question needs a long, 
explained answer.) 
These gods tell you that religion played an important part in the lives of Ancient Egyptians and that the Ancient 
Egyptians worshipped many different gods and goddesses, believing that each one had his or her own role to 
play in maintaining peace and harmony. They had gods and goddesses who would look after them in their 
current lives, others who would decide their fate after they died and they also had local gods and goddesses. 
They believed that it was important to recognise and worship all their gods and goddesses so that life continued 
smoothly.  
 
 

https://blockly.games/?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvySZYSZFNY&list=PLYGRaluWWTojV3An2WEgsQ4qGFy_91jDL&index=3&t=0s
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Bonus Question. What is happening in this famous part of the book of the dead?  
 

 
 

A dead man’s heart is being weighed to decide whether he would enter the afterlife. On the left we see the 
dead man (Hunefer) being led into the Hall of Maat (Maat was the goddess of law and justice) by the jackal-
headed god, Anubis. In the second scene, the god Anubis is weighing the dead man’s heart on the scale of Maat, 
against the feather of truth, with ibis-headed Thoth, scribe of the gods, recording the result and the crocodile-
lion-hippopotamus creature, Ammut, waiting under the scales. In the 3rd scene, on the right, Hunefer, having 
passed the test, is presented by the falcon-headed Horus to Osiris, god of the underworld who is sitting on her 
throne.  
 

Why was this important to the Egyptians?  
The Ancient Egyptians believed that to enter your afterlife, your heart had to be light. You gained a light heart 
by doing many good deeds during your lifetime. After you died, on your way to your afterlife, you had to travel 
through the Hall of Maat to have your heart weighed. If your heart was as a light as a feather, you passed Maat's 
test, and entered your afterlife but if your heart was heavy, you would be stuck in the Underworld forever or 
Ammut would gobble you up. 
 
 

Answers to the VE Day comprehension 
 

1.) What does VE Day stand for?  Victory in Europe Day 
 
2.) Where were the American Army Headquarters?  France 
 
3.) What happened at 19:40 on 7th May 1945?  Winston Churchill made the announcement for VE Day 
 
4.) What has happened for the second time in history?  The May Day Bank Holiday has been moved 
 
5.) When will buglers be playing The Last Post and the Reveille? 2:55pm (on Friday 8th May) 
 
6.) How do you think the people felt when they heard the news?  Relieved and happy but sad as well because 
so many people had died in the war 
 
7.) Why do you think the King and Queen appeared so many times on the balcony? So that they could be there 
for the people and to be part of the celebrations 
 
8.) Why do you think Buckingham Palace had not been lit up for 6 years?  In the war, German aircraft had 
targeted British cities, particularly London and they dropped bombs, killing and seriously injuring many people 
and destroying buildings. To try to prevent the German bombers from seeing where the towns, cities and 
important buildings were at night, all sources of light had to be blacked out - and this included Buckingham 
Palace.  
 

 




