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I can make a dichotomous key and use it to classify 
organisms. 

A dichotomous key is a way of 
classifying and identifying objects 
such as organisms.  It consists of a 
series of questions, each of which 
have exactly 2 answers.  



What questions could we ask that would help 
sort these 4 organisms?



A dichotomous key for sorting organisms.

yes

yes yes

no

no no

Does it have a mane?

Does it have stripes? Does it have an exoskeleton?



Your tasks

Included in today’s home learning resources are some pictures of 
different types of leaves.  Also there are some information sheets and  
different worksheets that you could choose in order to sort your leaves.

If you have outside access, you could try and find some different leaves 
to sort rather than the pictures provided.  

Task 1 - Worksheet 1 Leaf character table.

Task 2 - Worksheet 2 Making a key with the help of a Leaf Fact File.

Task 3 - If you fancy creating your own dichotomous key to sort your 
leaves, the instructions may help on the following slide and there is an 
example of a dichotomous key for leaves also that you could look 
through.



Independent Activity – Create a dichotomous key to identify a type of leaf.

1. Either  examine the leaf pictures included on your computer, print them 
out and cut them up to use or find some leaves of your own. 

2. Think of a question that can be answered yes or no and use it to sort the 
leaves into roughly equal sized groups. If you are unsure of the sorts of 
questions you could ask, take a look at the other information/worksheets 
provided with today’s learning tasks.

3. Write the question at the top of the sheet.

4. Draw 2 arrows away from the question and label each arrow with a yes 
or a no.

5. Repeat with another question for both sides.

6. Consider each group in turn.  If a group contains two or more leaf types, 
think of another question.

7. Continue until each leaf is in a group of its own and draw the 
dichotomous key you have created in your home learning book.


