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The Royal Air Force Insignia



RAF UNIFORM

The RAF uniform was very smart 
and the officers took great pride 
in wearing it.  Made from 100% 
pure wool, it was extremely heavy 
and very hot.  During air exercises 
or missions, RAF men wore these 
uniforms and they had to ensure 
they always looked smart and had 
shiny brass buttons.  The uniform 
displayed the ‘wings’ symbol and 
officers also collected ribbons 
which reflected the medals they 
had been awarded.



THE MEDALS AWARDED TO MY 
GRANDFATHER



WHAT THE MEDALS MEAN – FROM LEFT TO 
RIGHT

1. 1939 – 1945 Star – awarded for operational service overseas.

2. Air Crew Europe Star – the central stripe of light blue flanked by 
yellow on the ribbon, symbolised the continuous service of the RAF 
by night and day.  Officers who, post war, continued to complete 
duties were awarded this medal.

3. The Defence Medal – this medal was awarded to British military 
who served outside their country in an area of great threat.

4. The War Medal – Awarded to full time personnel of the Armed 
Forces.

5. The General Service Medal 1918 – 1962 – awarded to Army, Royal 
Navy and RAF personnel.



The Lancaster Bomber 

My grandfather was a rear-gunner on board 
this plane.  Have a listen to the familiar roar 
of the engine. LANCASTER ROAR

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ufOO0ZqURdk


`
The rear gunner's role began mainly as a lookout for 
attacking enemy fighters, particularly in British bombers 
operating at night. The British slang term for tail gunners was 
"Tail-end Charlies”

As the war progressed, the British began deploying 
Lancasters fitted with the Automatic Gun-Laying Turret and a 
radar. This allowed the gunner to fire on targets in complete 
darkness.  



The Lancaster Bomber

The Lancaster Bomber was the most effective heavy bomber of 
WW2.
It was well-liked by pilots, having four powerful and reliable 
engines.

By the end of the war Lancasters were able to drop a 10 ton 
bomb on precision targets such as bridges, viaducts and 
battleships.

It had a crew of seven (Pilot, Navigator, Flight Engineer, 
Wireless Operator, Bomb Aimer, Mid-Upper and Rear Gunner).



THE WELLINGTON BOMBER

This was the longest-serving of the trio of medium bombers 
used at the outset of World War II.  The Wellington, 
affectionately known as the ‘Wimpey’ by its crews, flew on 
many of the defining operations until its last bombing 
mission over the Reich in October 1943.
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SQUADRON LEADER GEORGE ROMNEY 
GUEST AND HIS SQUAD

Even many years after 
the war when I knew 
him, you would always 
find him puffing on a 
pipe and enjoying an 
ale!

This photograph was 
taken at the RAF base 
in Abingdon, Oxford.  
He also trained and got 
deployed from RAF 
bases in Brighton, 
Bosworth, and 
Blackpool.



LETTERS TO MY NANA

The secret book-box that 
my nana used to hide 
letters from my 
grandfather in. Clever!  





MEETING QUEEN MARY



A GIFT..

I’m not sure my Nana ever got to the 
bottom of this story but my 
grandfather ‘acquired’ a rather special 
item for her during the war.  It was a 
woven stocking case.  Stockings were 
extremely hard to come by during the 
war and many women painted a 
stocking ‘line’ on their legs to make it 
look like they were lucky enough to 
own a pair.  Mysteriously, my 
grandfather always managed to keep 
her stocking case full!  How?  That’s 
one secret he never shared…



IN LOVING MEMORY


