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Welcome to the Autumn Term 

It is so lovely to see the children back – how we have missed them. They are settling quickly into their 

new routines and the school feels like a proper school again. 

A big thank you to all of you for bearing with us with new routines and instructions for the start back to 

school. You have done a brilliant job getting your children ready for the start of the new term. You have 

been super organised – hardly a lunchbox or water bottle had to be dropped in (the office staff are     

extremely grateful).  It is no easy job getting back into the swing of things after such a long break to    

routines. 

Over the summer break our caretaker, Bob has been really busy catching up with maintenance works. 

He has refurbished the covered way and carried out a lot of classroom decoration work. We have had 

new internal doors fitted to the Year 3/5 block. The children and staff have come back to a beautiful 

school. 

This term we welcome Miss Constantinou as a Year 5 Class Teacher. She has formerly 

been teaching in Barnet. We hope she is very happy here – her class have certainly 

made her most welcome. 

 

 

Starts and Ends of days 

So far this term we have been running staggered starts and ends to the days. This has been working 

quite smoothly. I would like to thank parents for trying to stick to their child’s drop off and collection 

time. We feel that we are now at a stage where we can reduce the stagger for the morning drop of and 

we would like to trial it for Thursday and Friday this week.  

 
 

This will mean that all the children should be in by 8.50am and the first lesson of the day can start 

promptly at 9.00am.  If the two day trial is successful, then it will continue. 

 

 

Class Start time Entry to School via Home Time 

Siblings at Ashfield 8.30 Years 3& 4 – top gate 
Years 5& 6 Lower gate 

3.00pm 

3F & 4A 8.40 Upper Gate 3.10pm 

3C & 4G 8.50 Upper Gate 3.20pm 

5C & 6F 8.40 Lower Gate 3.10pm 

5H & 6D 8.50 Lower Gate 3.20pm 



 

We are continuing to request that parents do not drive up or down School Lane if they can avoid it, and 

were requesting that parents maintain the routine of walking up School Lane on the Merry Hill side and 

down School Lane on the Ashfield side to avoid people having to step into the road. I would also request 

that parents do not gather at the School Gate after dropping off their children. The pavement is only 

about 1.2 metres at its widest. Please also remember to keep a distance of two metres from anyone  

outside of your households. While I know it is nice to stop for a chat, it causes congestion on the      

pavement, forcing people to step into the road to pass.  

For the moment we are keeping the pick-up organisation as it is, although this is under review. Please do 

not arrive too early to collect your child.  

Collection Times Reminders:  

 

 

 

If you do arrive early, you will be asked to in line in the holding area just inside the lower gate until your 

allocated collection time. If you arrive before the entry time for the group before (e.g. if you are on a 

3.10pm pick up and arrive before the 3.00pm pick-up has been admitted), you will be asked to wait in 

line outside the school premises. The yellow spots on the ground inside the school gates are placed at a 

distance of 2 metres and will help you with social distancing. There should only be one adult entering the 

school site to collect a child/children. We understand that the adult may well be accompanied by   

younger siblings, but older siblings must wait off the school grounds. If you want your child to meet you 

off the premises –e.g. to walk up to meet you at Merry Hill or to meet at the bottom of the road where 

the pavement is wide, or even the Bushey Country Club, please email the school office                            

admin@ashfield.herts.sch.uk and your message will be forwarded to the class teacher. The more of our 

older children who can walk and meet you away from the school gate, the clearer the school grounds 

will be and the easier pick-up will be for us all. 

Meet Teacher  

This time of year we usually welcome parents into school to meet the class teacher and find out a bit 

more about what the children will be learning. This year I am afraid we cannot do that. The Ashfield staff 

are preparing Powerpoint presentations detailing all the important information for your child’s year 

group. These will be available on the Ashfield website shortly. 

How to get in touch with your child’s class teacher 

If you have a worry that you need to bring to your child’s class teacher’s attention, simply email the 

office admin@ashfield.herts.sch.uk  and our lovely ladies in the office will make sure the message gets 

through to the teacher. If you need to speak to a teacher, they will try their best to call you back the 

same day, but please understand this may not always be possible. 

Parent Consultation evenings 

These will be held remotely this term. More details will follow later in the term.  

 

 

Ashfield Siblings 3.00pm 

3F, 4A, 5C, 6F 3.10pm 

3C, 4G, 5H, 6D 3.20pm 
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Secondary Transfer 

Those of you in Year 6 I am sure will be aware of the new dates for the Consortium Test. I will write to 

the Year 5 & 6 parents separately regarding secondary transfer. 

I have prepared a Powerpoint with a brief explanation of important information. This will be available on 

the Ashfield website shortly. 

Sad News 

Ashfield received the sad news this week that our former Headteacher, Mr Chris Dobbs 

has passed away. Mr Dobbs was Headteacher of Ashfield between September 1984 and 

March 2004. I had the pleasure of being his Deputy for a number of years and there are 

still staff at Ashfield who worked under Mr Dobbs’ leadership. 

I am sure that many of our families will remember Mr Dobbs, some of you may even have been pupils at 

Ashfield during his headship. We remember Mr Dobbs as a great Headteacher, kind and caring with a 

wonderful sense of humour. He loved sport and the outdoors, always managed to find time to run the 

lunchtime football club, take children swimming and ran the very popular Countryside Club for the 

younger children. He was a keen cyclist, raising a great deal for the British Heart Foundation by          

completing the London to Brighton Bike Ride several years running. He also sat on the trust for the    

Ashfield Foundation and worked closely with the Bushey Museum. 

While Bushey was very much his home (he lived next door to the school in the headmaster’s house), his 

real home was in Bridport and this is where he retired to with his wife Margaret who died a few years 

ago.  

We will be holding a simple memorial service for Mr Dobbs later in this month led by Year 6 pupils out in 

the school grounds which he loved so much. Mr Dobbs leaves behind his 2 children and several       

grandchildren. 

More sad news 

We also heard news that Mrs Eileen Smithers has passed away in late August at the grand old age of 94. 

Eileen taught at the school for more than 30 years, finally retiring in the late 1980s. Most of her time was 

spent with Years 5 and 6 and her contribution to the life of the school and the children she taught was 

immense. Mrs Smithers worked under the leadership of both Mr Ted Halliwell and Mr Dobbs. On         

retiring, she made frequent “come backs” as a regular supply teacher, much to the children’s delight. 

She was very well respected by staff and much loved by her pupils.  

I am sure here are many families still connected to Ashfield who will remember her with great affection 

and gratitude. Eileen leaves behind her husband Ron, her two sons and many grandchildren and great 

grandchildren. 

Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Chapman 

 

Congratulations to Miss Holt, who over the summer holidays got married.   


