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The Autumn Term is now well under way, and how pleased we are to have all the children back in 
school! It is so lovely to hear the buzz of learning in classrooms and watch children playing together out 
on the field and playground. 

Thank you to all our parents and carers for responding so well to the changes that have gone on to   
allow the safe return of children in school. We are well into routines with drop-off and pick-up and the 
one-way system of entering and exiting the premises is going remarkably smoothly. We have managed 
to decrease the stagger at drop off to a 20 minute window, which means that lessons can start  
promptly at 9.00am. From Monday we would like to trial a more flexible approach, allowing parents 
and carers to drop off in the mornings as we did pre-COVID i.e. a soft start. Staff will open the gates at 
8.30am and children can arrive between 8.30 and 8.50am. In order for this to work, we are relying on 
parents to drop throughout the 20 minute window – not all at 8.30am. If all the children arrive at once, 
it’s not going to work and we will be unable to maintain the distancing required to be safe, there will be 
long queues for hand washing and sanitising and it will not be a positive start to the day for the         
children. 

If this works on Monday, we will continue the trial for the whole week and evaluate the impact. We will 
keep parents informed by SchoolComms. 

We must not allow ourselves to become complacent with this virus. We are working really hard in 
school to maintain distancing, use of PPE where this is not possible (e.g. where we need to get closer to 
children for first aid) and we have stringent cleaning procedures in place throughout the day. We need 
all our parents and carers to play their part too. I know it is tempting to have a nice cosy chat with a 
friend at the gate – the children love this too – or even walk together down the road, but please         
remember, adults from different households MUST maintain the 2 metre rule. Please do not gather on 
the narrow pavements in School Lane - it makes it difficult for other pedestrians to pass without having 
to step into the road. 

Thank you to all those of you who are walking to school or parking further away and striding the rest of 
the way. It has made quite a difference to the congestion – let’s keep this up. Children should exit cars 
on the pavement side, not the road side of the car – and please avoid turning your vehicle round in 
School Lane. It is simply not necessary.  

Music Lessons 

I am delighted that we have been able to start music lessons. Mr Fisher has started cornet lessons for 
Year 5 on Tuesdays and Year 6 children are learning Djembe on Fridays. The Hertfordshire Music       
Service is now taking bookings for individual, paired and group lessons and we hope these will start in 
the next week or so. We are able to offer flute, clarinet and violin. Please contact the Hertfordshire  
Music Service to book lessons at http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/registeronline. 
 
After School Clubs 

We have managed to start The Elms Football Club on Tuesdays and Thursdays. So far these are the only 
club that is viable to run. In order for a club to be viable, we need 10 pupils all from the same year 
group bubble. We will look to be able to increase our offer soon. 

 

 

http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/registeronline


Parents’ Evenings 

The Senior Leadership Team have had long discussions about whether we can safely accommodate  
parents on the school premises for Parents’ Evening. We have made assessments of entry and exit     
systems, seating arrangements, screens, cleaning areas in between each parent… we wouldn’t be able 
to afford the time for each of you to get your 10 minute slot with the teacher. So this year we will be 
holding them via Zoom. 

The Zoom meetings will be held in the week before half term (19th—23rd October). Class teachers will 
be available for appointments throughout their PPA day between 9.00am and 4.30pm:  

 
 

More information about booking a slot with your child’s class teacher will be sent to you shortly. 

Change of Season 

We are now properly into Autumn and the weather is turning colder and wetter. We want to get the 
children outside as much as possible so it is essential that children have adequate clothing for the 
weather. A waterproof coat or jacket is essential in wet weather and they need to dress warmly when 
it’s cold. Time to dig out the hats and gloves. As usual, we request that EVERYTHING is labelled with 
your child’s name and class so that we can return their property should it get mislaid. 

Children should now be wearing school shoes and have their trainers in school for breaks times and 
lunchtimes, the Daily Mile and PE lessons. We are going to be using the field for as long as possible to 
give children plenty of time and space to take their breaks, but we cannot have muddy feet traipsed all 
over the classroom carpets, so a change of shoes is necessary. 

We have the heating on and classrooms are warm, but we are keeping them well ventilated – windows 
are open to allow good circulation of air, so they will be a bit more drafty then children are perhaps 
used to. They may need to wear a vest or T-shirt under their uniform, tights rather than socks and a 
jumper. 

Curriculum Slides 

Year group PowerPoint Slides are available on the website. Please follow the link and click on your 
child’s year group for more information at https://
www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk/junior-school/. 
 

 

 

 

Teacher Parents’ Meeting Date 

Mrs Chapman (3C) Thursday 22nd October 

Mrs Francis (3F) Friday 23rd October 

Miss Arthur (4A) Tuesday 20th  October 

Mr Gunning (4G) Wednesday 21st October 

Miss Constantinou (5C) Wednesday 21st October 

Mr Hardy (5H) Tuesday 20th October 

Miss Davison (6D) Wednesday 21st October 

Miss Flint (6F) Tuesday 20th October 

Contact Us 

Ashfield Junior School 

School Lane 

Bushey WD23 1SR 

Tel: 020 8950 2350 

admin@ashfield.herts.sch.uk  

www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk 

Follow us on Twitter @Ashfield_Junior 

https://www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk/junior-school/
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