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Christmas Tree 
Sales in the UK 
Boom in 2020

There’s been a boom in Christmas tree sales 
this year. According to the BCTGA, compared to 
2019, sales are up by 24% already for this time 
of the year.

After a challenging year, it is thought that 
people are wanting to celebrate earlier this year 
which would explain the increase in sales. 

A whopping 5.5 million trees are produced 
in the UK each year. An additional 1.5 million 
are imported from countries such as Belgium 
and Denmark.

However, due to COVID-19, suppliers 
whaven’t been able to get the usual quantities 
from Europe. 

Because of this, some sellers are worried that 
they will run out of trees!

But Olly Combe from York Christmas Trees 
(YCT), a family farm who sell around 11 000 
trees each year, said “Don’t worry, we won’t 
run out.” 

It has been a good year for Olly and the team 
at York Christmas Trees. They have been named 
Champion Growers for 2020 by the BCTGA as 
part of their annual competition which started 
back in 1999. As a result, YCT has provided 
Downing Street with their christmas tree 
this year. But not any old tree - an enormous 

Nordmann Fir standing at 20ft tall! 
This year’s winners are the first from the 

North of England. Taking to their social media 
account, the winners said, “It was a special 
day for all of us as this is the first time a tree 
grower from the North of England has had this 
privilege.”

Speaking about the festive decorations, Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson said, “These beautiful 
trees and wreaths are the first step to bringing 
us some festive cheer in what has ultimately 
been a very challenging year for us all.”

Photo: A Christmas tree farm. 

Glossary

symmetry Something which is exactly the 
same on both sides of an axis.

retention To keep hold of something or 
have control of it.

imported Something brought in from 
another country. 

privilege A special right or responsibility 
given to someone or something.
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How many real Christmas trees are sold in the UK 
each year?

• According to the British Christmas Tree Growers 
Association (BCTGA), they sell between eight 
and ten million trees in the UK each year.  

• The BCTGA says that 80% of the trees sold are 
Nordmann Fir. This is due to their symmetry 
with strong branches and good needle retention. 
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Questions
1. Look at the fact box. Find two facts about Christmas trees. 

 

2. Give the meaning of the word ‘quantities’ as it is used in this sentence:  
‘However, due to COVID-19, suppliers haven’t been able to get the usual quantities 
from Europe.’ 

      

3. Find one piece of evidence which suggests that COVID-19 might have caused the increase 
in the number of trees sold this year. 

      

       

4. How do you think the team at York Christmas Trees felt when they heard that they had 
been chosen to provide the Christmas tree for Downing Street? 

 

       

5. Tick to show whether the statement is a fact or an opinion. 
Fact Opinion

Most of the Christmas trees sold in the UK are Nordmann Fir. 

Christmas is an exciting time of the year.

Real Christmas trees are superior to artificial trees.

Boris Johnson said this year has been challenging.
 

6. Using information from the story, fill in the missing words to complete the sentences. 
 

This year, Christmas sales have increased by    compared to 2019. 

The winner of the 2020 BCTGA’s annual competition for grower of the year is  
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Answers
1. Look at the fact box. Find two facts about Christmas trees. 

Accept any two of the following: Eight to ten million trees are sold each year in the UK 
by the BCTGA/ 80% of all the trees sold in the UK are Nordmann Fir/ Nordmann Fir are 
symmetrical/ Nordmann Fir have good needle retention.

2. Give the meaning of the word ‘quantities’ as it is used in this sentence:  
‘However, due to COVID-19, suppliers haven’t been able to get the usual quantities 
from Europe.’  
Accept any response which recognises that it means the amount of trees that they’re 
able to import. e.g. I think it means how many trees.

3. Find one piece of evidence which suggests that COVID-19 has caused the increase in the 
number of trees sold this year.  
Accept one of the following: ‘after what has been a challenging year’ and ‘people are 
wanting to celebrate earlier.’

4. How do you think the team at York Christmas Trees felt when they heard that they had 
been chosen to provide the Christmas tree for Downing Street?  
Accept any response which recognises that they would have felt proud/ happy/ excited. 
E.g. I think that they would have felt proud especially as they’re the first Northern 
company to be chosen.

5. Tick to show whether the statement is a fact or an opinion. 
Fact Opinion

Most of the Christmas trees sold in the UK are Nordmann Fir. 

Christmas is an exciting time of the year.

Real Christmas trees are superior to artificial trees.

Boris Johnson said this year has been challenging.

6. Using information from the story, fill in the missing words to complete the sentences. 
 

This year Christmas sales have increased by  24%  compared to 2019. 

The winner of the 2020 BCTGA’s annual competition for grower of the year is  

  Olly Combe/ York Christmas Trees   
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