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Introduction 

Fish are a kind of animal that lives in water. 

Fish have lived on Earth for more than 450 

million years. There are more than 24,000 

species, or kinds, of fish. New ones are 

discovered every year. 

Where Fish Live 

Fish live in lakes, rivers, seas, and oceans 

around the world. They live in all kinds of water, from warm springs to cold Arctic 

seas. Fish can even be found in the dark pools of underground caves. But fish 

cannot live in water that is extremely salty. The Great Salt Lake in the western 

United States is so salty that it has no fish. 

Physical Features 

The many different kinds of fish have some things in common. They are all 

vertebrates, which means that they have a backbone. They are cold-blooded, 

which means that their body temperature changes along with the temperature of 

their surroundings. Fish generally breathe through organs called gills. They 

usually have pairs of fins in place of arms and legs. Most fish are covered with 

scales. 

But fish also show great variety. Gobies, the smallest fish, can be less than half 

an inch (13 millimetres) long. The whale shark, the largest fish, can be 50 feet 

(15 meters) long and weigh 20 tons. A typical fish is wider in the middle than at 

the ends. But a flounder is as flat as a dinner plate. A sea horse looks something 

like a horse standing on its tail. Eels look like snakes. 

Over millions of years, some fish have developed unique features to help them 

survive. These features are called adaptations. For example, the anglerfish 

carries its own “fishing rod” to catch other fish. An extended part of the back 

fin has wormlike pieces of flesh at the tip, which are the “bait.” Anglerfish of the 

deep sea have bait that lights up to attract victims. 

 

 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/shark/353766
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/sea-horse/390153
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/eel/353085
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/adaptation/352704
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Behaviour 

Fish swim mainly by sideways movements of the body and tail. They use their fins 

for balancing, steering, and braking. To move quickly from a resting position, some 

fish shoot a stream of water out of the gills, which causes them to lunge forward. 

The fastest swimmers, such as the tuna, can travel 30 miles (48 kilometres) per 

hour. 

Many fish have adaptations to help protect them from enemies. For example, 

some fish have spots near their tail that look like eyes. When an enemy strikes 

at what it thinks is the head, the fish can escape quickly. Other fish can 

change colour and pattern to match their surroundings and hide themselves. 

Most fish eat other, smaller fish. The smallest fish eat tiny water plants and 

animals called plankton. Plankton drift with the currents in large numbers. 

Life cycle 

All fish hatch from eggs. Some kinds of fish try to protect their eggs. The 

female might dig a nest in the sandy bottom and lay her eggs there. The 

majority of sharks give birth to live young. 

Fish and Humans 

Fish are valuable to people in a number of ways. In many places fish are a major 

source of food. Also, people keep fish as pets in home aquariums. Some people 

enjoy fishing as a sport. However, too much fishing by commercial boats has 

greatly reduced the number of certain fish. Fish are also harmed by pollution. 

 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/tuna/390595
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/protective-coloration/353670
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/plankton/400148

