
History 

 

Read the text below and then answer the questions.  Each answer needs to be a 

good paragraph in length (at least 6 sentences as a minimum). 

 

Ancient Greek Gods and Goddesses. 

 
Religion was very important to the Ancient Greeks and they believed that religion was 

important to keep them safe and to help them to live a better and happier life. 

The Ancient Greeks believed that the gods would take care of them when they died if they 

showed them the right love and respect. 

There were many different gods and goddesses that the Ancient Greeks worshiped.  The 

people believed in all of the gods and they believed that the gods controlled everything that 

happened, whether it was good or bad.  Each part of a Greeks life was ruled by a different 

god. The gods were in control of the weather, of having children, of health, of money and of 

everything that went on.  The Greeks believed that if the gods were happy then there 

would be good things that happened but if the gods got angry, bad things would come. 

Since the people wanted the gods to be happy, they would build places in their homes and 

shrines in their homes so that they could give praise to the gods.  There were also shrines 

throughout the towns where people could come to pray, worship and leave the gods gifts. 

 

Temples 

Temples were built in almost every city that would be set for one god.  The god would then 

be worshipped in that city.  If someone needed something from one of the gods in another 

city, they would travel to that city and would go into the temple and would worship and 

pray to the gods.  The temple was a place where statues of the gods would be and people 

could worship, pray and leave gifts in the temple.  The temple was taken care of by the 

priest and the priest had one of the most important jobs in the town.  Many ceremonies 

and festivals would take place outside of the temple and people would come together and 

worship, play music, dress up and have festivals for their god. 

 

Priests 

The priests were considered some of the most important people in the town.  They had a 

job to keep the temples nice for the gods and goddesses.  It was up to the priest to make 

sure that the gods and goddesses stayed happy and that their temple was holy.  The priests 

were able to talk to the gods and would take the peoples questions and hopes to the gods 

for them.  The priests were considered to be a friend of the people and were trusted and 

loved.  It was not easy to be a priest and there were only two ways that it could happen. 

The first way was if your mother or your father were a priest then the job would be handed 

down to the oldest child.  The second way to become a priest in Ancient Greece was to be 



appointed by a priest that was dying.  It was the job of the priest to make sure that the 

temple stayed clean, that it was protected and that the people that visited the temple were 

taken care of. 

 

 

 

Gods and goddesses - The Olympians  

The twelve Olympian gods were the major gods of the Greeks and lived on Mount Olympus. 

They included:  

Zeus - Leader of the Olympians and god of the sky and lightning. His symbol is the lightning 

bolt. He is married to Hera, his sister.  

Hera - Queen of the gods and married to Zeus. She is the goddess of marriage and family. 

Her symbols are the peacock, pomegranate, lion, and cow.  

Poseidon - God of the ocean, earthquakes, and horses. His symbol is the trident. He is Zeus' 

and Hades brother.  

Dionysus - Lord of wine and celebrations. Patron god of the theatre and art. His main 

symbol is the grapevine. He is the son of Zeus and the youngest Olympian.  

Apollo - Greek god of archery, music, light, and prophecy. His symbols include the sun, the 

bow and arrow, and the lyre. His twin sister is Artemis.  

Artemis - Goddess of the hunt, archery, and animals. Her symbols include the moon, the 

bow and arrow, and the deer. Her twin brother is Apollo.  

Hermes - God of commerce and thieves. Hermes is also the messenger of the gods. His 

symbols include winged sandals and the caduceus (which is a staff with two snakes 

wrapped around it). His son Pan is the god of nature.  

Athena - Greek goddess of wisdom, defence, and war. Her symbols are the owl and the 

olive branch. She is the patron god of Athens.  

Ares - God of war. His symbols are the spear and shield. He is the son of Zeus and Hera. 

Aphrodite - Goddess of love and beauty. Her symbols include the dove, swan, and rose. She 

is married to Hephaestus.  

Hephaestus - God of fire. Blacksmith and craftsman for the gods. His symbols include fire, 

the hammer, the anvil, and the donkey. He is married to Aphrodite.  

Demeter - Goddess of agriculture and the seasons. Her symbols include wheat and the pig. 

 

One of the other main gods was Hades, the god of the underworld.  He was a brother of 

Zeus and Poseidon.  He lived in the underworld instead of on Mount Olympus.  

There were many other gods and goddesses that took care of things like animals, birds, 

music, protector gods and more. 

The Ancient Greeks believed that the gods and goddesses came from the Earth and the sky 

and that the gods and goddesses had lives just like theirs. 

The believed that the gods and goddesses loved to play, have fun, argue, have children and 

liked to play music and have big celebrations. 



 

Gods and Goddesses of Mount Olympus 

The Ancient Greeks believed that the ten most important gods and goddesses lived on 

Mount Olympus.  They believed that the gods and goddesses that lived there because it 

was so cloudy that no one could see the top of the mountain. 

 

Questions 

 

1) Explain why religion was important to the Ancient Greeks? 

 

2) How did the Ancient Greeks worship their gods? 

 

3) Ancient Greek cities had temples to one particular god.  Look at the list of 

Greek gods.  If you were building a temple to a Greek god, which one 

would you choose and explain why.  (You can also refer back to your Greek 

god fact files that you made earlier this week to help you choose.) 


