
Types of skeleton 
Like humans, animals have skeletons. There are different 
types of animal skeleton, but they all have the same three 
functions: 
 
• To protect the animal from damage 
• To support the animal 

• To allow the animal to move 
 
There are three main types of animal skeleton: 
 
Endoskeleton 
Some animals have 
skeletons made up of bones 
that are inside their bodies. 
A skeleton which is inside an 
animal’s body is called an 
endoskeleton. An elephant 
is an animal that has an 
endoskeleton. 

Exoskeleton 
Some animals have hard 
skeletons that are on the 
outside of their bodies, like 
a suit of armour. A skeleton 
which is on the outside of an 
animal’s body is called an 
exoskeleton. An ant is an 
animal that has an 
exoskeleton. 
 
Hydroskeleton 
Some animals have neither a 
bony endoskeleton nor a 
hard exoskeleton, but have 
muscles that function as 
bones. This sort of skeleton 
is called a hydroskeleton, 
or hydrostatic skeleton. An 
earthworm is an animal that 
has a hydroskeleton. 

Activity 
Carefully cut out these pictures of animals and sort them 
into 3 groups - animals with endoskeletons, animals with 

exoskeletons, and animals with hydroskeletons. Can you 
think of any other animals that belong in these groups? Draw 
labelled pictures in the spaces available. 

Learning Objective 
I can identify which type of skeleton an animal 
has. 
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3B2 - identify that humans and some other animals have skeletons and muscles for support, protection and 
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Animals with endoskeletons (inside skeletons) 
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Animals with exoskeletons (outside skeletons) Animals with hydroskeletons (muscle skeletons) 
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