
Friday 12th February 2021                                                                                     Year 5 Daily Update 

Good morning.   The end of the first half of the spring term.  We both hope that you have had fun 
with your learning over the last 6 weeks and that you have learnt something truly interesting.    
We both can’t wait to have you back in our classrooms.  Enjoy your half-term and we will see you 
on Monday 22nd February, ready to start learning again.  Have a great day. 
 
On this day in history. 

 In 1554 Lady Jane Grey was beheaded after being charged with 
treason. She had claimed the throne of England for only nine days 
after the death of Edward VI.   

 In 1935 Robert Watson-Watt demonstrated the first use of 
detecting aircraft using radio signals.  Today we call this RADAR.  It 
played a major role in saving Britain during the Battle of Britain in 
1940.   

 In 1994 The Scream by Edvard Munch was stolen in Oslo. 
 

Maths Writing 

Today we are learning about converting 

mixed fractions to improper fractions 

 

The task is in the home learning folder on the 

school’s website, and has today’s date as its 

title.  If you would like some help with your 

learning then please watch the video:  

https://vimeo.com/500361175  

 

Challenge:  
1) Worded Problems Challenge 
 
Arithmetic – 5 A Day 
Click on the link, select today’s date and then 
select your difficulty.  Bronze is the easiest.  
You can then check your answers. 
https://corbettmathsprimary.com/5-a-day/  
 
Homework: 
You were set a TT Rockstars task on Monday 
and a new MyMaths task was set yesterday. 
 

For this week’s Writing we are going to be 
looking at a Talk for Writing workbook called The 
Ultimate Guide to Elves and Sprites by Pie 
Corbett.   

This can be located in the home learning page on 
the school’s website.  Remember you only need 
to complete a section of the workbook each day.   

For today’s work we are going to look at page 25 
on the PDF. (Pages 23 on the workbook.)  You can 
of course print this page to help you or work on 
paper or an exercise book.   This is the same page 
as yesterday.   

You need to pick 1 of the options to complete 
today, a different one to the ones you have 
chosen over the last two days. 

Make sure you read all 
instructions clearly before 
completing the tasks in 
today’s section. There is 
only one page – and this 
task should not take 5 
minutes – we are 
expecting a quality piece 
of work.  You can choose 
to do a second task. 

https://vimeo.com/500361175
https://corbettmathsprimary.com/5-a-day/


Reading SPAG 

Topic Read 
In the home learning folder is a topic read on 
The Ancient Greek Olympics. 
 
You need to read the text and answer the 
questions.  There are 3 different texts that 
make up the whole Topic Read. 
Make sure you use your reading strategies.  
Annotate or highlight the text, make notes 
and ensure you read the questions first so 
that you know what information you are 
looking for. 
 
Answers for all reading comprehension 
questions this week will be in Monday’s 
update after half term. 
 
Challenge 
Can you read for 20 minutes without taking a 
break?  At the end write a short summary in 
50 words about what you have read.  You 
need to record the book title, author and the 
page numbers you have read. 

Grammar.  Semi-Colons ; 

In the home learning folder is a Semi-Colon Task. 

Read the instructions and complete the task. 

A reminder: 

A semicolon is most commonly used to link (in a 

single sentence) two independent clauses that 

are closely related in thought. When a semicolon 

is used to join two or more ideas (parts) in a 

sentence, those ideas are equal. 

Example: 

Mr Hardy drank a cup of tea at break; Mrs 

Constantinou had coffee.   

 

Spelling Test 

You need to find someone to test you on this 

week’s spelling words. 

bicycle, difficult, guard, minute, pressure, 

therefore, breath, disappear, guide, natural, 

probably, though. 

 

 

If you get any of these words wrong, practise 

them again and then ask someone to re-test you 

on these words. 

Topic 
History 
 
In History we are going to be learning about trade in Ancient Greece.  Trade played a major role in 
the development of Ancient Greek society.  One of its legacies is the creation of a coin currency.  
Trade saw people move around, share ideas, meet new cultures and create wealth, which saw 
Ancient Greek cities states become incredibly influential and powerful. 

 



Read the text and answer these questions. 
1) Why were coins invented? 
2) What was the agora?  How important was it?  Explain your answer. 
3) Describe how trade worked in Ancient Greece.  Explain this for both merchants trading huge 

amounts of goods and individuals trading for or buying essentials such as food.   
 
Challenge Task 
https://www.ancient.eu/article/115/trade-in-ancient-greece/  
Read this website about trade in Ancient Greece.  Write a detailed paragraph explaining why 
trade was so important to Ancient Greece.  You can of course complete your own research to help 
you.  Remember to include for children or KS2 at the end of each search. 
For an extra challenge, compare this to the Spartans who did not trade.  How did this affect 
Spartan society?   

 
 

Daily Quiz Challenge 
Can you identify these buildings, places or locations from around the world using the clues?  
Answers on Monday 22nd February. 
 
1) I am a dormant volcano in Tanzania.  I am the highest mountain in Africa and the highest free 

standing mountain in the world.  I am very popular with climbers.  I was first climbed by Hans 
Meyer and Ludwig Purtscheller, in 1889. (These were the first known people to climb the 
mountain.)  I rise to a height of 5895m above sea level. 
 

 
 
2) I can be found in Egypt.  While not a pyramid, I contain the tombs of many Ancient Egyptian 

Pharaohs.  The most famous person interred (buried) here was the boy king Tutankhamun.  I 
was used for over 500 hundred years.  Over 120 burial chambers have been discovered here.  
But beware.  Don’t let the curse of the mummy get you! 

https://www.ancient.eu/article/115/trade-in-ancient-greece/


 
 
 
Answers from Thursday. 
1. The Grand Canyon 
2. The Great Barrier Reef 

 
Have a great day! 
Mrs Constantinou and Mr Hardy 

 


