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Takeover

The largest vehicle ever sent to explore 
Mars’ surface is set to arrive on 18 
February.

Perseverance, a rover designed by NASA, 
is on one of three spacecraft visiting Mars 
this month.

The other two spacecraft were sent by the 
United Arab Emirates and China.

They’re orbiting the planet, but the Chinese 
probe will touch down on the surface later 
this year.

One of the most difficult parts of any 
journey to Mars is the landing.

The spacecraft carrying Perseverance is 
travelling at around 13,000mph. It’ll need 
to slow down before it can safely land on 
the planet.

However, that’s not easy! Around half of 
all the spacecraft that have ever visited the 
planet have crashed.

If it touches down successfully, 
Perseverance will be the most advanced robot 
to ever land on another planet, but it isn’t 

travelling alone.
Tucked away inside its shell is Ingenuity. 

A little helicopter that’ll make history as the 
first to ever fly on an alien planet. 

Ingenuity is expected to fly for 90-second 
long missions and hover up to five metres 
off the ground. If it works, scientists will 
send more advanced helicopters to Mars in 
the future.

Glossary

rover A robot that can travel across 
the surface of Mars.

orbiting Travelling around something 
in space.

probe A spacecraft which studies 
things in space and sends the 
information back to Earth.

ingenuity The quality of being clever, 
original, and inventive.
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Questions 

1. Who designed Perseverance?  

  

 

2. What is meant by the phrase ‘touch down’? (tick one) 

   Launch the spacecraft.
   Land the spacecraft.
   Score six points.
   Orbit a planet.

3. Tick to show whether the statement is true or false according to the article. 
True False

Landing is the easiest part of the mission.

Ingenuity is a helicopter on board Perseverance.

Perseverance is the largest vehicle ever sent to explore Mars. 

Perseverance will keep orbiting Mars.
 

4. Summarise the key information in the article using 20 words or fewer.   
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