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Headteacher’s Message 

“Education is our passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to the people who prepare for it today.”                                                                                                                            

               Malcolm X 

 

How lovely to finally have all our children back in school! The classrooms are buzzing with activity, singing and 

music are filling the corridors with sound, the playground is full of shouts and laughter… just as a school should 

be. A great week to come back – the staff saved World Book Day so we could do a book week all together. The 

children have been doing lots of book related activities, learning and reciting poetry, writing their own, exploring, 

reading and sharing a multitude of lovely texts. 

Staff news 

Congratulations to Mrs Chapman. She had her baby in mid-February – a beautiful baby boy called Teddy. Mrs 

Chapman wanted me to pass on her thanks to all the Year 3 parents who made up such a wonderful bumper 

hamper of baby goodies for her – it was very much appreciated. 

Our School Secretary, Mrs Culley, has decided to retire at Easter. Mrs Culley started at Ashfield even before me! 

Her two children were both pupils here, she was an active member of the Ashfield School & Home Association 

for a number of years, she then became a Teaching Assistant and then in 2004 was appointed School Secretary. 

Hers has been the helpful voice at the end of the phone, the friendly greeting of visitors, the sorting out of      

dinner money, school trips, lost property, sick children, the paying of bills, the… she has had a pivotal to role in 

the smooth running of the school for  so many years. Everyone at Ashfield will miss her greatly and I am sure you 

will join with me in wishing her a very happy and well deserved retirement. 

I am delighted that Miss Whalley who has been working alongside Mrs Culley most ably over the past 5 years will 

take on the role of Office Manager and we are in the process of recruiting for a new Office Administrator who 

will start after Easter. 

Carolyn Dalziel 

Children’s emotional well-being 

Maintaining good mental health is just as           

important as having a healthy body.  It affects the 

way children think, feel and act.  As a parent, you 

play an important role in promoting your child's 

mental health and recognising when there may be 

early signs of difficulties.   Click on the link below 

for your 10 top tips. 

https://ssscpd.co.uk/education/

parentsandguardians/child-mental-health-10-tips-

for-parents/-/pj==s 

Turn on the Subtitles 

Turning on the subtitles while children are watching television 

can double their chances of them becoming good at reading. 

The Turn on the Subtitles campaign is currently supported by 

a huge number of academics, scholars, education companies, 

celebrities and politicians. 

If you would like to know more about the campaign, to view 

all the research behind it, and to understand how you can get 

involved, you can visit the Turn on the Subtitles website. 

 https://turnonthesubtitles.org/ 

mailto:https://turnonthesubtitles.org/


Parent-Teacher Catch-up Meetings 

We will be holding Parent Teacher Catch-up meetings via Zoom in the last week of this term. The feedback that we 

had from parents following the parent consultation meetings in October was extremely positive, therefore we will be 

using the same format. 

You will be invited to sign up for a Zoom slot with your child’s class teacher. These will be held on their PPA day and 

can be booked via  https://ashfield.schoolcloud.co.uk/ from Monday evening. 

The idea of these meetings is for you to be able to update us on changes since you last met with your child’s teacher –

your discussions might include any changes to family circumstances, health updates, children’s behaviour and mental 

health, attitudes to learning, achievements over lockdown that we might not be aware of, strengths and areas of  

difficulty that you have noticed while you have been working with your children remotely. Your child’s teacher will be 

able to report on how they are settling back into their learning routines and social interactions, things their have 

picked up on in their initial formative assessments and a brief outline of how your child will get back on track with 

their learning. 

 
 

 

 

Class Teacher Availability 

Miss Flint Tuesday 23rd March 

Miss Davison Wednesday 24th March 

Ms Constantinou Wednesday 24th March 

Mr Hardy Wednesday 24th March 

Ms Mocanu Monday 22nd March 

Mr Gunning Wednesday 24th March 

Mrs Edwards and Mrs Bell Wednesday 24th March 

Mrs Francis Thursday 25th March 

Contact Us 

Ashfield Junior School 

School Lane 

Bushey WD23 1SR 

Tel: 020 8950 2350 

admin@ashfield.herts.sch.uk  

www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk 

End of Term  

Friday 26th March at 1.30pm 

 

Start of the Summer Term 

Monday 12th April at 8.50am 


