
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd March 2021  

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

Return to Ashfield 8th March 2021 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming back all our children from 8th March. We 

have missed them. 

Some of your children will be very eager and excited to get back to school, but some of 

them may be anxious. Many have not stepped foot in school since mid-December, so 

coming back in on Monday will be quite daunting for them. Some of them will have lapped 

up all the learning from home, while others have struggled to get tasks completed and may 

be lacking in motivation. Some will have loved having you as their own personal tutors, 

others will be keen to get back to sharing a teacher with 29 others. Some children will have 

loved working in a more peaceful home environment, while others will be keen for the 

bustle of classroom life. But I am sure all our children will be looking forward to seeing their 

friends again in the classroom and at play. The Ashfield staff recognise all of this. They will 

settle the children in, get them back to the routines and good learning habits, assess gaps in 

their learning and move them on. Over time – but not overnight - the children will cover 

things they have missed.  

Miss Constantinou will not be back in school until after Easter – she needs to continue to 

work from home. We have organised an agency supply cover teacher for 5C for the 

remaining weeks of the Spring Term. Her name is Miss Tramowska. She is a very 

experienced teacher – she has taught in the UK for the past 11 years. 
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What follows is a reminder of the COVID safe routines we put into place for the Autumn 

Term, some of which have been tweaked slightly: 

The school will continue to be organised into class bubbles of 30 within a year group bubble 

of 60. The aim of the bubbles is to minimise the opportunity for the spread of the COVID-19 

virus. Each class bubble will therefore almost run as a separate unit. Generally, Children will 

not cross bubbles and where possible, staff will also remain within a single class bubble. This 

should mean that should we have an outbreak in school, we can minimise the impact of any 

necessary closure. We have been advised that there will not be a need for children to be 

socially distancing from each other. The children will however need to distance from the 

adults in school, so the classroom furniture will be organised into rows with a designated 

area for the teacher and TA at the front of the class. 

Ashfield staff including peripatetic teachers and sports coaches are now carrying out Lateral 

Flow Testing (LFT) twice weekly.  

Parents and household members of school-aged children will be invited to do a LFT twice a 
week.  Schools will not be involved in the testing or distribution of test kits. Details are still 
being finalised, but we hope to provide further information soon. 
Rapid lateral flow testing for households and bubbles of school pupils and staff - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk) 
  
Beginning and End of Days 

We will continue with a soft start to the day. Children should arrive between 8.30am and 

8.50am. Gates will close promptly, so please be on time. Years 3 and 4 will enter via the upper 

gate, while Years 5 and 6 will enter via the lower gate, just as before. Children will go directly 

to their classrooms where they will wash hands or sanitise and start their early work routines. 

At the end of the day we will stagger children leaving the premises to ease congestion. 

Class Start time  Entry Home Time 

Siblings 8.30-8.50 soft start Years 5 & 6  - 
lower gate 

3.00pm 

3BE  
(formerly 3C) + twins 

8.30-8.50 soft start Top Gate 3.10 pm 

3F 8.30-8.50 soft start Top Gate 3.20 pm 

4G 8.30-8.50 soft start Top Gate 3.10pm 

4M (formerly 4A) 8.30-8.50 soft start Top Gate 3.20pm 

5C 8.30-8.50 soft start Lower Gate 3.10pm 

5H 8.30-8.50 soft start Lower Gate 3.20pm 

6F 8.30-8.50 soft start Lower Gate 3.10 pm 

6D 8.30-8.50 soft start Lower Gate 3.20 pm 

  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=16f2f8fa-e677-4d06-a24b-ea604e02c92a&utm_content=immediately
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=16f2f8fa-e677-4d06-a24b-ea604e02c92a&utm_content=immediately


In the Autumn Term, some childminders needed to make made special arrangements for the 

end of the day, which we were happy to accommodate. If you or your childminder requires a 

variation to the timings, please contact the school office and we will see what we can do to 

accommodate your request. 

At the end of the day, the gates will be opened at 3.00pm. We will be running a one way 

system, as before. Parents and carers should arrive at the lower gate, just as before. A 

member of the Ashfield staff will be there to greet you. Bob, our caretaker will be at the lower 

steps and let you up to the playground as soon as the children are lined up. Please leave by 

the top gate. 

Those of you with pushchairs should enter via the car park gate to avoid the steps. 

Any adult entering the premises must wear a face mask to cover their nose and mouth unless 

they are exempt. All visitors should remember to keep their distance from all those outside 

their households. This remains essential if we are to keep on top of the virus. 

Uniform 

The children should be in full uniform please, which includes their Ashfield tie.  

We understand that some of our Year 3 children will not yet have their tie and won’t be able 

to go to DJ Uniform to get one just yet, but nearly all the children in other year groups will 

have one. Children should find it, dust it off and wear it from next Monday please.  

If your child has school shoes, they should wear them, if not, then their trainers will do until 

the shoe shops re-open. All children should have a change of shoes every day (either their 

school shoes + a pair of trainers/outdoor shoes – or their trainers for coming to and from 

school and wearing in class, + another pair of trainers/shoes suitable for outdoors). Children 

will not be allowed to wear their muddy schools shoes in the classrooms. 

PE 

Children should come to school in their PE kit on their PE days. The timetable is as follows: 

Class PE Days 

3BE  (formerly 3C)  Wednesday & Friday 

3F Tuesday & Friday 

4G Mondays & Thursdays 

4M (formerly 4A) Mondays & Thursdays 

5C Tuesdays & Thursdays 

5H Mondays & Thursdays 

6F Monday & Friday 

6D Wednesday & Thursday 

 

 



Lunches 

I am pleased to say that the kitchen will be open. Our Catering Company, Caterlink, have 

already had staff in preparing the kitchen so that we can offer a hot meal from our first day 

back. The menu is on the website and we will be on “Week One”. Lunches will be delivered 

to the children’s classrooms by Ashfield staff. If you are new to Ashfield or do not have a 

Caterlink account and would like your child to have a school meal, please contact the school 

office and we will provide you with information. 

Clubs 

The Elms is able to offer football club for Year 4 on Tuesdays and Year 6 on Thursdays  

between now and Easter.  For the other years they received low bookings back in September 

to December 2020 and had to cancel the clubs.  After Easter the clubs will switch to tennis. 

All spaces at a club should be booked through the Elms for Sport in School: 

https://www.elmssportinschools.co.uk/home 

We hope that, as we move into the summer and the R rate decreases, we will be able to revisit 

the organisation of clubs and start to offer a wider range. This will only happen when it is safe 

to do so. 

Work done over lockdown 

We know that many of you submitted work that your children had completed over lockdown, 

either though staff who were delivering work packages or electronically. Thank you. Please 

bring back any work that your children have completed over lockdown and have not 

submitted.  The teachers would like to see it. Please don’t worry about bringing in the models 

the children have made – the photos that you sent in were perfect. 

School Books 

Has your child borrowed books from our class and school libraries? If so, we need them back. 

Please make sure your children brings these with them. They can be taken straight to their 

year group area where staff will put them into quarantine. 

Once you have dropped off your child 

Take a moment – whether you can go home – even if it’s just for ten minutes before you have 

to dash off to work – or sit in the car – or just stop still on your way - listen to the silence, take 

a few deep breaths – congratulations! You’ve done it!  You have got through home learning 

and we’re looking towards a brighter future. Brilliant job. 

https://www.elmssportinschools.co.uk/home


If you have any other questions about the return to school, please refer to the FAQs on our 

website https://www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk/parents-information/.  If that does not answer 

your question, please give the school office a call. 

 Best wishes 

 

Carolyn Dalziel 

https://www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk/parents-information/

