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Headteacher’s Message 

This is my final newsletter, as I retire at the end of the Summer Term.   I have 

been teaching for 36 years now and spent the last 17 years as  Ashfield’s Head 

Teacher. I shall miss the school immensely - all of the  children, parents past 

pupils and extended family members. It has been a huge privilege and I have  

enjoyed being part of such a wonderful community and I shall treasure all of 

the memories.  

I would particularly like to acknowledge the dedicated staff team at Ashfield, who have supported me 

over the years and to our Governors who play such a vital role in being the school’s critical friend and 

offering challenge, so that the children are given the best opportunities to become the best that they 

can be. 

Also, thank you to the Ashfield School & Home Association (ASHA) who work so hard to raise funds, to 

enhance provision in so many ways. And a thank you too to all those I have worked with in the local 

community -  colleagues within our Bushey & Radlett Consortium and colleagues in other schools within 

the wider Hertfordshire family, as well as local Charities and other professionals. All of these have       

supported and contributed significantly to the life of our school, in so many ways, and make a difference 

for our children. 

So what next for me? I intend to take a gap year in which I plan to ski the season in the Rhone-Alps 

(COVID permitting) and visit family who I haven’t been able to see in person for the past couple of years. 

After that I hope to be involved in charity work - my mission is still to change the world - and enjoy my 

cycling and other sports and hobbies.  

I have received so many lovely messages and good wishes for my retirement. Thank you all for your  

kindness.  

Mr Andre Dourado, will start in January as Ashfield’s new Headteacher. Meanwhile, I am delighted that 

my Deputy, Miss Flint, will be acting Head Teacher for the Autumn Term. She is not only an outstanding 

teacher but also an amazing school leader. No one knows the school better than she. She has been my 

Deputy for 17 years and I am confident that the school is in safe hands. 

So, the year is finally coming to a close. On behalf of myself and the staff at Ashfield, I thank you all, once 

again for the support you have given to us over the past year. And what a year it’s been!  

To those children and staff who are leaving us this year, we will be thinking of you and send with you all 

our best wishes for the future!  

That leaves me to wish you all a lovely summer with quality time to spend with your family. Ashfield 

looks forward to seeing you again on 2nd September, refreshed and ready for what the new year holds. 

 



Arrangements for the New Academic Year 

The Autumn Term starts for children on Thursday 2nd September 2021. 

COVID Restrictions 

COVID restrictions are being lifted from the end of the Summer Term, so we are expecting to have a normal 

start to the new academic year. The requirement for bubbles has been lifted, so children will be able to mix 

more freely at breaks and lunchtimes. Classes can be organised into table groups again. There will be whole 

school assemblies and we will be able to welcome parents back into school for events. The requirement for 

the wearing of face coverings on the premises will be lifted, although some adults may still prefer to wear a 

mask when on school premises. 

We will continue to take advice from the DfE and Public Health England regarding COVID cases in our area 

and be ready to put any additional control measures required (e.g. the temporary wearing of face coverings 

for those not exempt) if there is a local outbreak, in order to maintain the safety of our children, our staff 

and the school community. We ask parents not to send children in with any signs of COVID symptoms and 

have been afforded the right by the DfE to refuse a pupil if, in our judgement, it is necessary to protect    

other pupils and staff from possible infection.  

Uniform 

Children should return wearing full school uniform please. For a list of uniform, please visit the school    

website URL here. If the weather in September is warm, children may return in their summer uniform, but 

all children should be in proper Ashfield winter uniform by the end of September. The children MUST have 

proper school shoes and also bring a pair of trainers for running around outside at playtimes. At Ashfield we 

like to take the children outside for fresh air even if it’s a bit drizzly. Please make sure your child has a       

waterproof jacket for such occasions. 

PE kits will be worn to school on PE days. Your child’s class teacher will send home a timetable by the end of 

the first week of term so you will know when PE days are. 

Starts and Ends of Days 

We will be continuing the soft start to the day. Children can be dropped off between 8.30 and 8.50am.    

Children in Years 3 & 4 should enter by the top gate. Children in Years 5 & 6 should enter by the bottom 

gate. The children go straight to their classrooms where they are greeted by their teacher and start their 

“early work”. The gates are closed promptly at 8.50am and registers are taken at 8.55am. If you are running 

late and the gates are closed when you arrive with your child, please take your child to the school office and 

we will register them there and take them up to class. 

School finishes at 3.15pm. We will maintain the one-way system for the end of days. Please enter through 

the lower gates which will be opened at 3.15pm, then go up the slope to the playground where the children 

will be waiting in their class lines for you. There will be staff on hand to direct you. If you have a child at 

Merry Hill, please collect them first –then make your way down to Ashfield. If you are a little late, you may 

find that the Ashfield staff have brought your child down to the top gate to wait by the office. If you have 

made arrangements to meet your child elsewhere at the end of the day or they are allowed to walk home 

alone, please drop an email to the school office. 

 

 



School Meal Service 

We will be opening the dining room again from September and Caterlink will be providing a full meal        

service. 

Meet the Teacher Evening 

We invite parents and carers to a curriculum evening for their year group at 6.00pm on Monday 

6th September.  Please enter by the top gate (Years 3 and 4) and the bottom gate (Years 5 and 6). Staff will 

be there to direct you to the classrooms. There will be a 25 minute presentation by the class teachers on 

what will be happening for the year group in the Autumn Term. Presentations are then repeated at 6.30pm, 

so if you have children in different year groups, then you can attend two sessions. Presentations will also be 

put on the website the following week if you are unable to attend on the night . 

 

End of Term - Friday 16th July 2021 

1.00pm - Siblings 

1.10pm - 3F, 4G, 5C & 6F 

1.20pm - 3EB, 4M, 5H & 6D 

 

Autumn Term starts: 

Thursday 2nd September 2021 

Contact Us 

Ashfield Junior School 

School Lane 

Bushey WD23 1SR 

Tel: 020 8950 2350 

admin@ashfield.herts.sch.uk  

www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk 

Follow us on Twitter @Ashfield_Junior 

Well Done Jada (4M) 

Jada raised over £70 for Borehamwood Food Bank selling home made cakes at 

Brownies.  This was to achieve her charities badge.  Jada went to visit the food 

bank previously to learn about all of the good work they do for the local       

community.  Jada was so proud that she raised money for such a good cause.  

We are really proud of your Jada.  Well done and keep up the good work! 

GoFundMe 

We are pleased to announce that between Merry Hill and Ashfield Junior School we 

have raised a staggering £1,805.77 for a defibrillator to be put outside Merry Hill 

school.  This has been ordered and will be installed over the summer holidays.  Any 

money outstanding will be used by Merry Hill School for the maintenance of the 

defibrillator. 

Donated Defibrillator 

We would like to thank the parents of Riley Holden in Year 5 for approaching their employers Cala Homes 

House Builders who have agreed to donate a defibrillator to Ashfield.  We cannot thank you enough for 

this generous donation.  This will be installed inside by the school office Ashfield over the summer       

holidays. 


