
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16th December 2022          

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Governor Newsletter  

I have received a number of emails from you regarding the heating levels in some areas of the 

school, and I understand your concerns, particularly during this current cold spell. 

Unfortunately, I am unable to reply to all of these individually but will address the issues 

raised below.  

 

I am aware that Mr Dourado has written to all of you explaining the reasons why the heating 

has failed in the Year 4 and 5 classrooms and the action that is being taken to rectify this. 

Regretfully we cannot give you a definitive answer at the moment as to when the new heating 

will be installed, but please rest assured we are doing everything that we can to ensure this 

happens as a matter of the utmost urgency. 

 

Ashfield Junior School, along with many other schools of a similar age, has suffered from a 

lack of investment in its infrastructure, although we are in regular touch with our LEA partners 

in an attempt to make improvements where we can. This is never a straight forward process, 

and whilst we will always try to maintain the best environment for your children and the 

school’s staff, it would be preferable to work together through this difficult – and hopefully 

short – period, rather than resort to closing all or part of the school. We will, of course, keep 

you advised of progress, and hope to be able to give you good news at the start of the spring 

term.  

 

Thank you for all the support that you give to the school, including the joint Winter Fair with 

Merry Hill. I was at the joint Winter Fair at Merry Hill last week, clearly a huge success and 

very well attended. 
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All of the staff have worked very hard this term and made excellent progress with the school’s 

priorities, which will hold us in good stead at the next Ofsted visit. 

 

The children have also played their part here, particularly bearing in mind the situation with 

the school’s heating. I enjoy my school visits, especially when I meet the children, as I am 

always greeted very enthusiastically.   

 

Finally, following the recent parent governor ballot, I am delighted to welcome Mr Donald 

Barrell as a new parent governor. Mrs Jo Barnett has also extended her role as a parent 

governor for a further period of 4 years. This means that every post on the Governing Body 

has now been filled which is very pleasing bearing in mind that these are all voluntary 

positions. Unfortunately, Mrs Leanne Miah resigned from her post following her recent house 

move out of the area. 

 

I do hope you all enjoy the Christmas break and all the best for 2023. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Chris Holt 

Chair of Governors 
 


