
 Ashfield Junior School 
Inspiring our children to dream big, be extraordinary and change the world 

6th January 2023 

Headteacher’s Message 

Welcome back to Ashfield and the spring term.  I hope that all families had a good and restful holiday. It felt like 

a long holiday and for me, it was nice to spend time to meet up with family and friends.  However, it is nice to 

get back to my routine and I am looking forward to the spring term.  

It was lovely seeing all the children in school this week and hearing about what they did over the holidays and 

presents that they received for Christmas.  This week, I have spent some time in a few classes to see them at 

work and start their new topics. 

Curriculum 

As you will be aware, teachers have been working on our curriculum and the subjects that they lead.  I want to 

thank all my staff as they have worked tirelessly on this since September to ensure that we can provide our     

children with a broad and balanced curriculum.   I am pleased to say that all of their hard work has paid off and 

that we have made huge progress in this area.  I am confident that this will further improve the quality of     

teaching and learning for your child.   Teachers have completed the following:  

 A clear intent for the subject they lead 

 A rationale of how we teach each subject and how it is implemented at Ashfield, including any adaptations 

we have made to personalise the learning for our school community 

 How we will measure the impact of our curriculum 

 A clear overview of what is taught for each curriculum subject 

 An overview of the progression of skills and knowledge for their subject from Year 3 to Year 6 

Information on each subject can be found on the school website Junior School Curriculum | Hertfordshire | Ash-

field Junior School.    

As we continue our journey and shape our curriculum, subject leaders are continuing to improve the provision in 

our foundation subjects by creating ‘sequence of learning’ documents to guide teachers with the expectations of 

what should be taught in their subject and ongoing training opportunities are provided for children to ensure 

teachers and staff are upskilled. 

Our subject leaders are:   
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https://www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk/junior-school-curriculum/
https://www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk/junior-school-curriculum/


Attendance Matters! 

The whole school attendance for the autumn term was 93.7 which was below the Governments target 

of 96.1%.  The attendance in the last couple of weeks of the autumn term was significantly below the 

target due to illness.  In the news, there has been a lot of information regarding various illness including 

COVID, flu, Strep A, Scarlet Fever and Chickenpox) all of which has had an impact on the attendance.  

We also understand and mindful that some children have been absent from school due to other      

medical unavoidable reasons.  We understand the difficulties in managing this and your child’s health is 

most important but I am hoping for an improvement in whole school attendance for the spring and 

summer term.  Later this term, I will be informing parents about your child’s attendance. 

Heating 

I am pleased to announce that the heating and air conditioning units have been installed in Year 4 and 

Year 5.   These were installed at the beginning of January and the work will be completed by the end of 

the week.  This will provide necessary heating during the winter months and also make classrooms  

cooler should we have a heatwave like last summer.  Thank you for your patience and understanding 

with this matter. 

Parent Focus Groups (PFG) 

I am still keen to set up a Parent Focus Group so that I can discuss school items and hear your voice, 

particularly when implementing new initiatives or policies. I have only had a couple of parents enquire 

about this so I am looking for a few more parents to join the group.  Please note that the role is not too 

demanding and will involve meeting with myself or Miss Flint once every half-term for about 30 

minutes.  Furthermore, there is no obligation to attend all meetings if you have other commitments.   In 

the past, the PFG has run successfully and has helped shape some of the school policies including our 

Relationship Health Education Policy.  It would be great if this could be set up again.  If you are            

interested in joining, you can express your interest in person (when I’m on the school gates) or email 

admin@ashfield.herts.sch.uk. 

I hope that you all have a lovely weekend and look forward to seeing you all next week.   

Kind regards, Mr Andre Dourado 

Change of PE Day 

Year 3   -  PE will now be on a Tuesday 

Year 6  -  PE will now be on a Wednesday 

Children need to be in their PE kits on these days 

below, some classes will already be in their kits 

 

9th January 3L  3F  5H 

16th January 4D  4M  5K 

23rd January 3F  3L  5H 

30th January 6FC  6P  5K 

6th February 4M  4D  5K 



 

Contact Us 

Ashfield Junior School 
School Lane 
Bushey WD23 1SR 
Tel: 020 8950 2350 
    
admin@ashfield.herts.sch.uk      
www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk 
 
Follow us on Twitter 
@Ashfield_Junior 
 

Upcoming Events  

What we will be learning next week 

Year 3 

Maths:  In Maths, we will look at perimeter and measure the perimeter of a variety of shapes.  
English:  This week we will be reading and exploring language within a classic poem.  
Science:  We will be learning about push and pull forces   
 

Year 4 
 

English:  This week we will be reading and exploring language within a classic poem.  
Maths:  We will be learning about the conversion of units of measurement in maths this week.  
Science: Our new Science unit is all about States of Matter and we will be exploring the differences between 
solids, liquids and gases this week.   

 
Year 5 

English:  We will be working on the Whole School Book project.   
Maths:  We will be revisiting fractions and learning how to add and subtract them.  
History:  We will be learning about the aspects of Athenian society in our History topic, The Ancient Greeks.   

 
Year 6 

Maths:  We are learning about the order of operations, closely linked with algebra.  
English: We will be reading the narrative Spider and the Fly; we have lots of activities planned based on the text!  
Geography:  We start our new topic this week; they will be learning about South America.   

9th & 11th January Chess Club returns 

10th January No Choir (returns on 17th January) 

12th January Art Club (Year 5 and 6 only) 

23rd January Forces Club 

25th January Year 6 Lancaster Model Questionnaire 

  

  

School Meals  

Please see below the dinner menu for the week ahead.  Please ensure that you keep your Caterlink 

account in credit.  As a reminder; meals cost £2.80 each day and dinner money is payable in advance. 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

RED Macaroni Cheese 
Chicken Pie with 

Mash 

Sausage, Onions and 

Gravy with Roast 

Potatoes 

Spaghetti Bolognaise 

with Garlic Bread 

Battered Fish with 

Chips 

GREEN 
Tomato & Vegetable 

Pasta Bake 

Veggie Shepherd’s 

Pie with Gravy 

Broccoli  Cheese with 

Roast Potatoes 

Vegetable Fajitas 

with Rice 

Mexican Bean Roll 

with Chips 

BLUE 
Jacket Potato with  

Cheese 

Jacket Potato with 

Cheese and Beans 

Jacket Potato with 

Tuna 

Jacket Potato with  

Cheese 

Jacket Potato with 

Beans 

All served with a selection of fresh vegetables and desserts available daily 


